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Kenya 


Official Blames Clandestine Group for Bombirgs 


FA2403211592 Nairobi KTN Television in English 
1800 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[From the parliamentary report} 


[Text] MWAKENYA [Swahili acronym for clandestine 
opposition movement Union of Nationalists for the 
Liberation of Kenya] were today accused of being behind 
the spate of bomb blasts that are now becoming a 
common phenomenon in the country. The accusation 
was made by an assistant minister for culture and social 
services, Kamwithi Munyi. He said those who had been 
trained in Libya and other terrorist prone countries were 
responsible for the bomb blasts. 


Munyi was contributing to the motion calling on the 
house to approve the increase of total indebtedness from 
the equivalent of 5,000 million to 7,000 million Kenya 
pounds. He specifically referred to the bomb blast that 
rocked the City Hall yesterday and said MWAKENYA 
were behind it. 


Trade Unions Denounce FORD Strike Threats 


EA2403181892 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 0400 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Text] Heads and representatives of trade unions in the 
country have denounced threats by the opposition party, 
FORD, [Forum tor the Restoration of Democracy] 
calling for a national strike next month. In a meeting at 
the Ministry of Labor headquarters the unionists 
observed that every union has its own procedures of 
protecting its members’ interest, and would not be 
dragged into uncalled for politically influenced strikes. 
Noting that their members had the right to join political 
parties of their choice, the unionists said their movement 
would remain above party politics for it to operate 
impartially and independently. 


They condemned the tribal clashes that hit some parts of 
the country and regretted the massive loss of life and 
property incurred. 


In his remarks, the chairman of the meeting, Mr. Philip 
Masinde, who is the minister of labor, called on the 
unionists to cultivate good working relations between 
employers and employees. He underscored the impor- 
tance of training shop stewards on labor laws and indus- 
tnal relations machinery, noting that it was through 
acquisition of relevant knowledge that unnecessary 
industrial disputes could be avoided. 


Security Forces Arrest FORD Politician 


EA2403215092 Nairohi KTN Television in English 
1800 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Text] A Narok [southwestern Kenya] politician, Harun 
Lempaka, was arrested today in Nairobi by security 
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personnel and taken to Narok. Lempaka, a former dis- 
trict commissioner and now a member of the FORD 
[Forum for the Restoration of Democracy] national 
steering committee, was reportedly picked up from his 
Nairobi office by security personnel. KTN was unable to 
obtain police confirmation of the arrest. Lempaka’s 
arrest comes a day after Molo [western Kenya] member 
of parliament, Njenga Mungai, who is stil! being held, 
was arrested in Nakuru for rumourmongering. 


FORD officials, including Wanguhu Ng’Ang’a, Joe Ager, 
Raila Odinga, Katama Mkangi, Mukhisa Kituyi and 
Salim Ndamwe have condemned the arrests, terming 
them government intimidation campaign to silence the 
opposition in the country. 


Labor Party Democracy Registered 6 Mar 


FA2403192592 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1000 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Text] Another new party, the Labor Party Democracy, 
has been registered by the Registrar of Societies. A 
photocopy of the certificate dated 6 March, signed by an 
assistant registrar of societies, Mrs. (Olga) Ngugi, was 
availed to Kenya Broadcasting Corporation. 


Ethiopia 


Relief Commission Appeals for Food Assistance 


EA2403165592 Add: Ababa ENA in English 
1630 GMT 23 Mar 92 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 23 Mar (ENA)}—The Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission, RRC, has appealed to the 
international community, donor governments and agen- 
cies to give serious concern to the looming catastrophic 
development and to mobilise and coordinate assistance 
to reach the 7 million people seeking food aid. 


The press release of the RRC issued here today said that the 
RRC also demands additional food assistance to help the 
needy and to augment the capacity of the strategic food 
security reserve, including financial and logistic aid neces- 
sary to administer the food distribution programme. 


Only with the c) ose cooperation of donor partners and joint 
humanitanan commitment could it be possible to avert the 
alarming situation by fulfilling unmet requirements. 


Due to unmet food-aid piedges and lack of additional 
commitments in the face of increasingly unfavourable 
natural and man-made problems, the food crisis has 
reached an alarming proportion. the consequences of 
which has made the fate of the needy people highly 
worrisome and potentially catastrophic, according to the 
press release 


Ever since the December appeal the situation has ot 
shown marked improvement and in fact more grim 
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developments have been witnessed in the encuing 
penod. The persistence of ethnic conflicts, agonising 
problems of the displaced sttlers, the demobilised ser- 
vicemen and their families, side by side with an 
increasing number of returnees and refugees all <ugur ill 
for the prospects of amelioration in the food deficit. 


According to the latest weather forecasts the drought- 
famine situation is expected to be more threatening in 
the next Ethiopian rainy season and this certainly 
expand the margin of people to be likely affected by 
possible food shortage. [sentence as received] 


If urgent and prompt coordinated action is not taken, 
chances are, the problem will develop into calamitous 
situation comparable to the 1984/85 catastrophic scale. 


While the number of the needy people is increasing 
progressively, resource allocation to assist them 1s dis- 
proportionately diminishing. To make the situation 
worse, food on the pipeline is inadequate, the committed 
pledges are far too short and below the actual! need, and 
there is a wide gap between committed pledges and 
actual delivery. 


The release pointed out that as regards pledges, so far the 
donor community committed to provide a total of 
257,223 metric tonnes of relief food to Ethiopia but the 
food that has arrived in the country is only 7! ,046 metric 
tonnes that 1s 27.6 per cent of the pledge. 


Due to clearly realised food shortage, acute malnutrition 
is already phenomenal and people have started dying of 
starvation. 


Ministry of Trade Announces New Oil Price Tariff 


EA2403185592 Addis Ababa ENA in English 
1640 GMT 23 Mar 92 


{Text} Addis Ababa, 23 Mar (ENA}—The Ministry of 
Trade today publicly announced that it has issued a new 
price tariff with the view to stabilize and control the 
price of oil and oil products. 


In its statement the Ministry of Trade said that it has 
found it imperative to improve the price of oil! in line 
with the recent transport fee tariff it had issued, in as far 
as oil is labelled as one of transportable commodities. 
The ministry however warned the business community 
that price increases should not be made on trade com- 
modities as a result of the little increase on oil 
announced by the Ministry of Trade, in that the minor 
increase is simply aimed at counterbalancing the price of 
oil depending on the distance to where the oil is trans- 
ported. The ministry said that the increase on the price 
of oil according to the distance to where it is transported 
will be feasible [as received] as of March 24, in line with 
regulation Article No. 41/84. 


The price of oi] will remain within the limits of the old 
price, in Assab and in Dire Dawa, as these two places are 
considered as starting points to transport oil, while the 
former prices of one birr and fifty cents per liter of 
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petroleum in Addis and in Nazareth will nse to one birr 
and fifty eight cents per liter. 


Forum 84 Urges Active Participation in F lections 


EA2403205592 Addis Ababa ENA in English 
1530 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 24 Mar (ENA}—Forum 84 called 
on the people as a whole to participate actively and 
democratically in the forthcoming election of provi- 
sional administrators at Kebele [neighborhood] and 
Woreda [district] levels and also in the election of 
national regional administrators to be held in the not 
distant future. Forum 84 announced that on its part that 
it would actively involve itself in the democratic elec- 
tions to be held for the first time in the country. 


The decision was taken on Sunday [22 March] by its 
members following deliberations on the role of the 
organization to facilitate the democratization process 
leading to the election. The meeting was held at the 
technical school here. Forum 84 is among the political 
organizations created as a result of the favorable atmo- 
sphere prevailing in the country following the issuance of 
the national charter. 


The organization said that it is currently striving to enhance 
the democratic mghts of the pesple, promote the direct 
participation of the people in the process of change and 
development, and also contribute to the strengthening of 
democratic tradition. Forum 84 actively participates in 
all-round efforts to ensure peace, equality, development and 
democratic unity of the people based on the hard-won 
democratic mghts of the people. 


Officials of the organization expressed their conviction 
that the forthcoming election would contribute to the 
consolidation of the democratic unity of the people and 
open the door for all-round development of the country. 
They noted that the election would greatly contribute to 
the furtherance of dependable peace and democracy in 
Ethiopia in which political organizations compete for 
election on a democratic basis. 


The organization stated that the reasons for its partici- 
patior. in the democratic election are rooted in the belief 
that a democratic election is an expression of the genuine 
political will of the people and that it 1s incumbent that 
the people should actively participate in the democratic 
election with enthusiasm. Free and democratic elections 
are the only means for welding political power without 
resorting to force and lay a dependable ground for peace 
and democracy, the organization said, adding that elec- 
tions are the best indicators of the acceptability of the 
aims and objectives of political organizations and fronts. 
It called on the people as a whole to those organizations 
distinguish carefully that stands for peace and democ- 
racy [sentence as received]. 
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Issa Guerillas Said Fighting Ethiopian Army 
AB2403 140592 Paris AFP in English 1154 GMT 
24 Mar 92 


{Text} Djibouti, March 24 (AFP)}—lIssa guernilas have for 
two weeks been fighting Ethiopia’s new Army at the cost of 
several hundred lives in the Harerge region of eastern 
Ethiopia, according to an Issa Liberation Front statement. 


The Issa and Gurgura Liberation Front (IGLF) killed 
250 Ethiopian soldiers and injured several dozen others 
in fighting around M’ieso, Mullu and Gotta on March 16 
and 17, the IGLF said in the statement made available 
Monday to AFP in Djibouti. 


Nine IGLF fighters were killed and 16 injured, the 
statement added. 


The conflict has closed the railway line from the Ethio- 
pian capital Addis Ababa northeastwards to Dyibouti, 
depriving the smal! Horn of Afnca nation of Ethiopian 
vegetables and fruit since March 11, the statement said. 


The IGLF said the fighting broke out after six of its 
activists were kidnapped in M’ieso, about 200 kilome- 
tres (125 miles) east of Addis Ababa on March 11. 


Soldiers of the ruling Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front (EPRDF) then opened fire on IGLF 
militiamen aboard a crowded passenger train from Addis 
Ababa to Dire-Dawa, the historic capital of the Issas. 


The IGLF statement said 32 people died, including 
Ethiopian soldiers, in the exchange of fire. 


Fighting was continuing in several parts of the Harerge, 
according to the statement dated March 21, which 
accused the EPRDF of using tanks and anti-aircraft guns 
against nomads in the region. 


The IGLF is a part of the Western Somali Liberation Front 
(WSLF), which was organised in 1977 with strong though 
unofficial backing from the then military ru‘er of neigh- 
bouring Somalia, Mohamed Siad Barre, in his war with 
Ethiopia over the Ogaden, a part of the Harerge province. 


The IGLF statement charged that the EPRDF, which 
toppled Ethiopia’s military dictator Mengistu Haile- 
Mariam last year, had begun the fighting and sent troops 
to patrol Dire-Dawa just as the transitional government 
in Addis Ababa was talking about organising free elec- 
tions in autonomous regions. The movement called on 
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the United States and the international community to 
pressure the Ethiopian Government to call a halt to 
EPRDF Army operations. 


Somalia 


President Ali Underlines Need for Peace 


EA2503 103992 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Repuolic in Somali 1700 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Excerpt] The president of the Republic of Somalia, 
Honorable Ali Mahdi Mohamed, has called on the 
anti-death force [as heard], which is trained in dealing 
with banditry and maintaining law and order, to serve 
the people faithfully. President Ali Mahdi Mohamed, 
who was on an inspection tour of the headquarters of the 
force in Mogadishu, spoke about the people’s need for 
peace, saying that without peace it was not possible for 
citizens to lead normal lives. [passage omitted] 


District Official Appeals for Emergency Aid 


EA2403122592 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1045 GMT 23 Mar 92 


[Text] Dr. Jelani Arif Qasim, assistant minister of fish- 
eries, has said that relief organizations have ignored the 
residents of Waab Een, Hamar-Jajab, Hawlwadaag, and 
Hodon districts where many people are dying from 
hunger, lack of water and medicine. Dr. Jelani Anf 
Qasim, who is the government’s representative in these 
four districts, was speaking to reporters today. 


He said government officials from these areas had made 
a number of contacts with the relief agencies regarding 
the problems in the four districts, but no reply had been 
made. The assistant minister went on to say that the four 
districts have no hospital or any other health center. As 
a result, the residents of these districts die every day 
from light injuries which could be healed if there were 
relief workers and medicine. He added that the residents 
of these districts are in poor condition and need human- 
itarnian aid. 


Dr. Jilani Anf Qasim further said there were local 
committees which could channel relief aid to the resi- 
dents of these districts. He said the residents of these 
four districts are united, not because they are of the same 
tribe, but because they wanted to join together to defend 
their homes against terrorists and troublemakers. In 
conclusion, he appealed to the world to send humani- 
tarian emergency aid to the four districts. He also 
appealed to the relief organizations in the city to visit 
these districts to see for themselves the problems 
afflicting the people and devise ways of assisting them. 
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Angolan Defense Minister Urges Better Cooperation 


MB2403 193292 Johannesburg SAPA in Englis.1 
1916 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[By Johnny Masilela} 


[Text] Pretoria Mar 24 SAPA—Angolan and South 
African defence ministers on Tvesday [24 March] com- 
mitted themselves to co-operating On certain issues. 
After the watershed meeting Angolan Defence Minister 
Col-Gen Pedro Mana Tonha told a Pretoria news con- 
ference cooperation between the two countries should be 
strengthened, more so as a result of the changes sweeping 
the sub- continent. 


It was a great honour for him, he said, to have been 
invited to South Africa, and he thanked his SA [South 
Afncan] counterpart Mr Roelf Meyer for making the 
visit possible. Speaking through an interpreter to 
reporters, Mr Tonha said: “You probably know our 
history. | am not going to talk about that...because | 
believe we need to look to the future.” He added: “As a 
result of the changes under way in southern Afnca, this 
cooperation should be strengthened. And we have just 
finished a lengthy meeting in this regard.” 


Replying to a flurry of questions from an Angolan TV 
crew man, Mr Meyer said, following certain investiga- 
tions on the issue of remaining land mines, the SA 
authorities had handed documentation to Luanda offi- 
Cials pertaining to this. He did not elaborate. 


On the future of the 32 Battalion recruits, who fought 
alongside the South Africans during the Angolan bush 
war, Mr Meyer said this regiment was part of the SADF 
{South African Defense Force]. 


He told reporters it was up to individual recruits, drawn 
mainly from Angolan nationals, to decide whether they 
wanted to remain in SA [South Africa] or not. 


Further meetings between representatives of the two 
countries would be held in the future, it was announced 
at the news conference. 


Ministers Note Conditions for Interim Government 


MB2503131992 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1100 GMT 25 Mar 92 


[Text] The South African Government has reiterated 
that a transitional government cannot be formed until 
the level of violence and intimidation has abated. 


Ata news briefing in Cape Town the minister of law and 
order, Mr. Hernus Kriel, said it was not possible to 
introduce a new constitution while political parties and 
organizations were using violence and intimidation to 
position themselves better. He said it was the duty of 
political leaders to tell their supporters at grassroots level 
to stop the violence. Black political leaders, in particular, 
should start talking to one another and stop using 
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violence to position themselves politically. The munister 
of defense, Mr. Roelf Meyer, said the governmeni 
intended to ensure that all matte‘s addressed in the 
Pretoma Minute and the D.F. Malan Accord had been 
resolved betore it extended the democratic process. 


This required the end of all prvate armies and military 
wings, including Umknonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation]. 


CP Caucus Expresses Confidence in Treurnicht 


MB2403180792 Umtata Capitai Radio in English 
1500 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Text] The parliamentary caucus of the Conservative 
Party [CP] today unanimously expressed its confidence 
in leader Andnes Treurnicht, and also rejected partici- 
pation in Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South 
Africa]. In a statement released in Cape Town a short 
while ago, the caucus thanked Treurnicht for—in their 
words—his untiring zeal, his clear leadership, and sacn- 
ficial dedication in the interests of our people and the 
Conservative Party. 


AWB Leader on Rudolph Resignation, ANC Talks 


MB2403 150492 Johannesburg Radio RSA in English 
1100 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Text] In reaction to Mr. Rudolph’s resignation, the 
leader of the AWB [Afrikaner Resistance Movement], 
Eugene Terreblanche, said that Piet Rudolph’s sugges- 
tion that the party should address Codesa, the Conven- 
tion for a Democratic South Africa, was firmly denied. 


[Begin Terreblanche recording] I said no, we will never 
negotiate with illegal people, people who is not [as heard] 
representing nations or a nation. We will not talk to 
people who are just a bunch of communists. We believe 
that we only have to answer to our God, and to our 
nation, and our fatherland. We will never negotiate with 
the ANC [Afncan National Congress] or the South 
Afncan Communist Party, and if that was the reason for 
Mr. Rudolph to make the statement which he made this 
morning, then I can understand it. [end recording] 


AWB General Staff Affirms Stand Against Codesa 


MB2403155192 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1246 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Text] Ventersdorp Mar 24 SAPA—The General Staff of 
the Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging [Afrikaner Resis- 
tance Movement—A WB] on Tuesday [24 March] denied 
that anyone in the organisation, with exception of Mr 
Piet Rudolph, was prepared to participate in Codesa 
[Convention for a Democratic South Africa]. A state- 
ment issued by the General Staff after an emergency 
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meeting on Tuesday, reaffirmed that the AWB would not 
take part in the Codesa negotiations. 


The statement was in reaction to an alleged SABC 
inierview in which Mr Rudolph, former AWB secretary- 
general, had said that ne would persuade AWB leader 
Eugene Terrreblanche to join the talks at Codesa. 


A motion of confidence in Mr Terrebianche had been 
passed at the meeting, the statement said. 


PAC Vice President on Participation in Codesa 
MB2403121492 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Report on telephone interview with Dikgang Moseneke, 
vice president of the Pan-Afmcanist Congress, PAC, by 
Hilton Fyle on the “Network Africa” program on 23 
March; place and date not given] 


[Text] In South Africa, it hasn't taken long for the bubble 
of optimism produced by last week's yes vote to be 
popped. The Afncan National Congress [ANC] have 
given [words indistinct] to the government's plans for 
bringing the black majority into an interim administra- 
tion. Very broadly the plans envisage the setting up of at 
least four transitional councils to prepare for elections. 
The present cabinet would remain but David de Villiers, 
head of the government's negotiating team, was insistent 
the councils were not powerless. 


[Begin De Villiers recording) They will play a very 
important role in removing remaining obstacles, in lev- 
eling complaints filed, in preparing the way toward the 
elections. They are not only talk shops, they are not just 
advisory bodies without any influence. [end recording] 


Well, the ANC was quick to dismiss the plans which, 
according to Secretary General Cyril Ramaphosa, were 
more in the spirit of cooption than partnership. 


[Begin Ramaphosa recording] Clearly, after a refer- 
endum which many South Africans believe has :mjected 
a new spirit and has boosted the negotiation process, we 
believe that it 1s rather arrogant for the government to be 
coming with a move, such as the one it has put on the 
table. [end recording] 


Well, the two sides will have a chance to thrash out their 
differences when the conference for a democratic South 
Africa, Codesa [Convention for a Democ..a..c South 
Africa], reconvenes. The Pan-Africanist Congress, the 
PAC, is one group that so far refuses to take part. That is 
until yesterday when they were indications that it was 
reviewing this position. The PAC vice president, Dik- 
gang Moseneke, hinted they were reconsidering. Not so, 
said some of his colleagues. So, exactly, what is the 
PAC’s positiun now? Last night Hilton Fyle called Mr. 
Moseneke to find out. 


[Begin recording] [Moseneke]} We are noi part of Codesa. 
We are not in it. We think it will not deliver. It is an 
undemocratic structure. 
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[Fyle] Is there any thinking, any discussion abou? any 
possibility of actually joining it now or in the near future? 


{[Moseneke] The answer ts no. sir. It 1s a clear no. 


[Fyle] Don’t you t':nk that a white person in South Afnca 
today, having voted in the referendum, and watching these 
events and then the statements that the PAC is making 
about its refusal to join, and also remembering what the 
PAC stand has been in the past, which was that whites 
would not be allowed 19 join the organization or participate 
in liberating South Afnca. Wouldn't a white person be 
worned today, you see, by the fact thar the PAC may not 
have changed its stance inspite of all these positive devel- 
opments that South Africa.... 


[Moseneke, in’crrupting] But this stance has been ‘aor- 
oughly nonracial. We have over the years said that. You 
know, the term African we use, there is no color, there is 
ethnic orngin. We said that over and over again. | think it 
might be an intentional misinterpretation of what we 
stand for. That we have, you know, spelled our position 
with mgor sometimes, it has nothing to do with race. It 
has everything to do with the extent of the oppression 
that we go through. But the point | making to you is that 
you seem to imply that the fact that the whites have 
voted in a certain way, there should be a total, an 
immediate readiness on the part of oppressed people in 
this country to show certain attitudes. | think that ts 
being short-sighted, that 1s actually staying outside the 
experience of African people over 300 years. I think they 
are entitled to make sure that when there ts transition in 
our country, it 1s not [word indistinct] over the cracks. 
There should be a genuine democracy which is not 
attenuated in order to maintain certain group mghts and 
to perpetuate the status quo under another guise 


[Fyle}] You are assuming that Codesa will not work in the 
way it 1s constituted now. We are assuming that Codesa 
might go on without way and when.... 


{[Moseneke, interrupting] We cannot (?shackle) responsi- 
bility. We will be part of the process for change in our 
country. How that comes about? It 1s a matter that we 
will have to work through. But to take the position that 
the only credible method of doing so is through Codesa, 
I think it is carrying it a little far. What we are saying is 
we shall be continuing to make contact with both the 
ANC and the regime with the hope that they wil! be able 
to understand our concerns about Codesa. [end 
recording} 


Zulu King’s Codesa Inclusion Not To Affect IFP 


MB2503113192 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 0600 GMT 25 Mar 92 


[Text] KwaZulu Chief Minister, Mangosuthu Buthelezi says 
a decision on King Goodwill Zwelethini’s inclusion in 
Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Africa] will not 
affect the Inkatha Freedom Party's [IFP] participation in 
the conference. He said the decision would not affect his 
party because the IFP is not a Zulu organization 
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Inkatha’s Buthelezi on Transition Proposals 


MB2403 154692 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1312 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[SAPA PR Wire Service: “Fourth Session of the Fifth 
kwaZulu Legislative Assembly Transitional Constit- 
tional Arrangements—a kwaZulu Point of View-- 
Statement by the Chief Minister [Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi}—Ulundi, 24 March 1992” issued by the 
Office of the President of the Inkatha Freedom Party] 


[Text] Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, the South 
Afncan Government has handed in a document to 
Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Africa] 
entitled “Proposals for Transitional Arrangements”. Its 
opening paragraph states that a South Afncan constitu- 
tional era has come to an end with the steps the state 
president announced on February 2, 1990. It adds that 
the government can now go ahead with reform following 
the big yes the mandate has receivec in the 1 7th March 
referendum. 


The paper proposes that the 1983 Republic of South 
Afncan Constitution Act be amended and transitional 
constitutional proposals will be in the form of draft 
legislation to be prepared towards the end of Apmil. 


Mr Speaker, we are talking about the most significant 
historic document in South Africa since the Act of Union 
since 1910 [as received]. I pause here, Mr Speaker, 
Honourable Members, to make an observation. We in 
this house have to decide what our attitude 1s 1n detail to 
the government's proposed transitional arrangements. 
Before we do so we must ask ourselves whether we want 
to look at this kind of proposal at all at this stage. 


Let me put a thought across to members, Mr Speaker, in 
the form of analogy. We could either be being asked to 
look at the merits and the advantages of a huge limou- 
sine which was a South Afncan limousine in which we 
would journey into the future, or, Mr Speaker, Honour- 
able Members, we may be being asked to look at and 
admire and approve a limousine that is going to be 
driven all over us to smash up what we are and what we 
mean and what we dreamt of becoming. This is one of 
the dimensions of this document which we have got to 
make up our minds on. 


Whether transitional arrangements can work for us or 
against us seems to me to be the very first consideration 
that we must give the document. We must note firstly 
that the draft transitional constitution is being presented 
to Codesa. The proposal includes setting up transitional 
councils, there will be: 


A) A transitional council charge with planning and 
making preparations for the holding of elections under 
this transitional constitutional election 


B) A transitional council for regional government 
charged with making proposals regarding the boundaries 
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of the termtory of the republic into a number of prov- 
inces of federa! or component states which 1s politically 
and economically justifiable 


C) A transitional council for local government charged 
with making proposals for local government areas 


D) A transitiona! council for government finance 
charged with the planning and the handling of govern- 
ment finances for the next constitutional dispensation. 
Note the words: “for the next”. 


The possibility is also proposed of having additional 
transitional councils for: 


Law and order 
Police 

Defence 
Education 
Housing 
Health 


International relations 


Mr Speaker, Honourable Members with the exception of 
the transitional council for regional government which 
alone stipulates that proposals must be made after “con- 
sultation with existing government authorities’, the 
other transitional councils can go about their work with 
no consultatio;: with us whatsoever. A new South Africa 
is going to be fashioned around us and over our heads 
and we are going to have no say in the matter whatso- 
ever, whereas representatives from Transkei, 
Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciske: [TBVC] are going to 
be there in these councils and in Codesa helping to write 
our future for us. 


The iniquity of this kind of tramping over of kwaZulu 1s 
reminescent of the way in which kwaZu!u was trampled 
over by Great Britain when she weat to wai’ against us 
and conquered us in 1879, and when kwaZulu was 
annexed into Natal and when kwaZulu was dragged into 
the Act of Union, and when the National Party govern- 
ment dictated that there shall be a kwaZulu constitution 
which would take away our nights as South Afncan 
citizens and when we were excluded from participating 
in Codesa. 


Let us, Mr Speaker, pause and look at whether we can trust 
this transitional constitutional vehicle not to smash up 
everything we are, we have been and we hope to become, 
and ask what the role of Codesa 1s in which the TBVC states 
are represented and from which we are excluded. 


The South African Government's constitutional pro- 
posals firstly, as | have already stated, are going to be 
presented to Codesa. Codesa will decide on it and if 
Codesa approves them: 
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—The Codesa capital management committee will des- 
ignate members for 2pccinimicnt by the state rresi- 
dent to each of the councils I have mentionea; 


—Codesa will be consulted by the state president before 
*  cppoints aditional members to each council on the 
frounds of his expertise; 


—Codesa sha.. be consulted by the state president about 
the remuneration of those appointed to the councils; 


—The management committee of Codesa can recommend 
the termination of the appointment of any member of any 
one of the councils and make recommendations to the 
State president about his replacement: 


—All the proposals of all the councils will have to be 
submitted to Codesa which will decide upon them. 


The proposals also make provision for ali the transitional 
councils meeting together to constitute a joint transi- 
tional council which will have no specific duties or 
functions of any of its constituent transiticnal councils 
but made by way of consensus reached on agreement on 
resolutions. 


These transitional councils will be given functions and 
activities which Codesa draws up and may include the 
studying of existing legislation and the making of recom- 
mendations thereon and on new legislation in the area of 
which a transitional council is responsible. 


When you look at all the possible transitional councils 
which the document mentions, then you must recognise 
that the joint transitional council will in fact be a 
legislature. 


Mr Speaker, Honourable Members that then is broadly 
the transitional vehicle that the government 1s pro- 
posing. It is being tabled without us having being con- 
sulted. It could well be argued formally, though I add 
spuriously, ‘hat the proposals are being tabled for debate 
and discussion at Codesa. The point | am making ts that 
if the government were to be trusted in what it is doing, 
the state president would have consulted with me at least 
before handing in proposals to Codesa from which 
kwaZulu was excluded. 


In my vote of thanks speech at the opening of this year's 
legisiative assembly | said that we now withdraw the 
offer to make the compromise of foregoing our position 
in Codesa to help secure a position for his majesty in 
Codesa. The compromise was rejected and we have 
therefore gone back to our original position of 
demanding the presence of kwaZulu in Codesa. 


We will not be dictated to by TBVC countries in com- 
mittees and in councils from which we are excluded. 


It is my Opinion that this transitional constitutional 
vehicle has in fact being designed to trampled and drive 
ali over us and smash everything up that we are, have 
been or will become. 
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The existence even of self-governing terntores 1s not 
even adn ‘tted in the document—not even mentioned 
once. It siz-ply talks about government structures which 
will include provincial councils. 


I have said before that the only reason I can see for the 
exclusion of kwaZulu frora Codssa is the unstated intention 
of the governm, nt and the ANC [Afncan National Con- 
gress] to orchestrate the demise of kwaZulu in Codesa. 


Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | now want to know 
where kwaZulu stands 


I believe this house, Mr Speaker, Honouralue Members, 
should request the state president to address it and to do 
sO in order to give us assurances that he, the National 
Party and the government recognise the historic reality 
of kwaZulu and see kwaZulu as distinctly different to 
other self-governing territones or TBVC states 


Mr Speaker, | hope that members of this house will 
debate that I have thus far said separately and quite 
independently of debating the merits of the transitional 
arrangements which the South African Governnient is 
making. Allow me now to return to the merits of what 
the South Afncan Government is proposing. 


Again before we look at \ny detail in broad terms the 
government is proposing : constituent assembly: 


—It will have a constitution of its own, however much it 
is dressed up as an amended |983 Constitution 


—It will be elected 
—It will have two houses - a national assembly and a senate 


The senate will be “composed of regional representa- 
tives’ whatever that may mean. And then it 1s added 
“should sufficient progress not be made in this regard, 
the senate can initially be composed of members of 
existing legislative bodies”’. 


The principle here Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, 
which I reject is that of establishing a transitional gov- 
ernment or constituent assembly and the holding of 
elections before the future of self-governing territones 
has been decided upon. We can never accept that. We 
already face enormous difficulties in dealing with a 
situation from which we are excluded 


It must be a precondition for any acceptance of consti- 
tutional proposals that they include the future status of 
kwaZulu or of a regional government which has been 
negotiated into existence with us having a veto power in 
this respect. I can trust nothing else. 


Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, we face the political 
issues initially that there will be a presidency of three to 
five leaders from the strongest political parties and there 
will be a cabinet appointed by the presidency and there 
shall in effect be the real legislature in the form of joint 
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transitional councils. What takes piace in the presidency 
the cabinet and the legislature will be G:rected “y who- 
ever gains most in the elections for the national assembly 
and senate (1 thrre are real government elections) 


Politically 1. 1s suicidal to put the whole of the future of 


this country at stake on the outcome of an election which 
cannot be fairly contested because of violence and intim- 
idation and the commitment of the ANC to maintaining 
a private army and to rely on mass actio; and the politics 
of intimidation 


Mr Speaker. Honourable Members. these transitional 
proposals end up having the effect of making codesa the 
constitution-making body of South Africa 


Proposals have already been made. Timetables are 
already set. The statement that it 1s anticipated that draft 
legisiation will be table by the end of Apnil indicates that 
a rushed decision is going to be reached now during the 
next few weeks. Legislation will nu: be drafted pnor to 
Codesa’s finalisation of transitional proposals 


lt 1s quite insane Mr Speaker. to attempt to reach 
constitutional finality for a transitional process with 
Codesa delegations being encapsulated in Codesa and 
not being abie to seek support for the proposals from the 
constituencies which gave them the mandates to be there 
at the negotiating table 


As I see 1t Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, this set of 
proposals and our exclusion from the decision making 
structures it proposes and our exclusion from any posi- 
tion from which we can veto proposals of disposing of us, 
will necessitate bold and high-profile country- wide 
action on our part. Quite clearly the TBVC states will 
have a veto mght over what happens to them. The South 
Afmcan Government has a veto mght over what happens 
to its. The principle of sufficient consensus, Jowever, 
ensures that Codesa may attempt to ignore our strongest 
orm ot protest 


Transkei's Holomisa «.n Transition, MK Proposals 


1982403150992 Johannesbure SAPA in Enelish 
16 GMT 24 Mar 92 


‘Text]) Umtata Mar 24 SAPA—The government's pro- 
posals on transitional government presented to Codesa 
(Convention for a Demecratic South Afnca}] on Monday 
(23 March] have been descnbed as shocking and nega- 
tive by the Transkei’s military ruler Maj-Gen Bantu 
Holomisa. In a statement on Tuesday, Gen Holomisa 
idded that these proposals went against the agreement 
reached on March 9 


Gen Holomisa was reacting the government announce- 
ment on Monday that it would create advisory transi- 
tional councils to make recommendations until an 
elected power-sharing transitional government was in 
The proposals do not allow immediate power- 
Atncan National Congress [ANC] and 


place 


sharing with the 
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also demand the disbanding of its military wing, Umkh- 
onto we Sizwe [Spear of the Naitton—MK]} 


Referring to the proposals, Gen Holomusa said the 
government should be given a deadline within which 
they must offer more acceptable proposals. These should 
include the acceptamve that the process of negotiation 
should not be delayed. and that previous undertakings 
and agreements should be regarded as binding commit- 
ments. “If the SA [South Afncan] Government con- 
tinues to adopt such a negative attitude towards such an 
important issue as transitional arrangements, the who's 
negotiating mechanism may have to be reviewed.” 


Referring to the MK proposal, Gen Holomusa said the 
suspension of the armed struggle by the ANC should not 
lead to the further demand for its military wing to be 
disband-d. He added he could not understand why MK 
was being singled out as no reason had been given 


The interun arrangements should assign power to all 
Participants and and not be perceived as a window- 
dressing exerse. The perod should be as short as pos- 
sible, he said 


If these issues were not addressed meaningfully within 
the deadline agreed upon by the Codesa working group. 
then the whole approach to negotiations would have to 
be reviewed, Gen Holomusa said 


Homeland Leaders Discuss Reincorporation 


9B 2403161692 Johanneshure SABC TV ] Network 
in Enelish 1815 GMT 22 Mar 92 


[Panel discussion with Ciske: Council of State Chairman 
Brngadier Oupa Gqozo, Transkei military ruler General 
Bantu Holomisa, Bophuthatswana Minister of State 
Affairs Mr. Rowen Cronje, Lebowa’s United People’s 
Front adviser John Dombo, Gazankulu Chief Minister 
Hudson Ntsanwisi, Kangwane Chief Minister Mr 
Mangisi Zitha, KwaNdetcle Chief Minister Prince SJ 
Mahlangu. QwaQwa Chief Minister T.K. Mopeli and 
Inkatha Freedom Party Central Committee member 
Chief Simon Gumede. moderated by SABC presenter 
Freek Robinson on the “Agenda” program, in the SABC 
Johannesburg studio—live] 


[Text] [Robinson] Good evening. Tonight we have an 
Agenda summit on the future of the homelands. We have 
assembled around this table leaders and representatives 
of the independent and national states, except Venda 
who canceled over the weekend, and we greatly regret 
that. After the landslide yes in the referendum constitu- 
tional negotiations are at the top of the agenda at Codesa 
[Convention for a Democratic South Afnca]. One of the 
most pressing matters 1s the future of the grand apa heid 
structures—that is, the TBVC [Transkei 
Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] countries and the 
national states. Tonight we highlight the issues under 
discussion 


FBIS-AFR-92-058 
25 March 1992 


Good evening gentlemen and welcome. We are indeed 
honored to have all of vou here tonight. May I just point 
out that the representatives of the national states tonight 
are of course representing their marties, but the delega- 
tions from Bophuthatswana from Ciskei and Transkei 
are here in their capacities as leaders of the governments. 
Mr. Cronje standing in for President Mangope. Gen- 
tlemen, let's start with the one contentious issue and that 
is the dispute between the ANC [Afncan National Con- 
gress} and Ciskei in particular. And at the very base of 
that issue is the question of regionalism, regional gov- 
ernment in a new South Afnca. You, Bngadier Ggozo of 
Ciskei, also with you Professor Ntsanwisi of Gazankulu 
also the representative of KwaZulu and also of QwaQwa 
have come out very strong for regional government. Give 
us your view on that. 


[Gqozo] First, | want to comment on the dispute that we 
have between the ANC and the region. I think that after 
the vanous talks we had with the Afncan Nationa! 
Congress, first in Ciskei and the subsequent one in 
Pretona, the Afmcan National Congress defied al! those 
talks and acted in dire contrast to what we agreed on. By 
that they nullified all these meetings we had. We had to 
resort to one thing where we could have a guarantee that 
these talks will not.... [Gqozo changes thought] Or that 
action will not be changed overnight. We resorted to the 
Suprem: Court and we gave them a court order 
restraining them from continuing with their campaign 


[Robinson] Almght, Brigadier, but of course the ANC is 
not here tonight to defend themselves. I just mentioned 
the fact that there is a dispute between the two of you 
and at the very heart of that 1s the question that you have 
a very strong stand for regional government in a future 
South Afnca. What exactly do you want to see” 


[Gqozo] We would like to see the Ciske: government 
which we have always said that it’s not economicalls 
viable as an entity, to be absorbed into the greater Border 
region with very strong regional powers entrenched in 
their constitution which are going to be... [Gqgozo 
changes thought} The demarcation of those boundanes 
should not necessarily be ideological or ethnic or racist 
They must be boundanes which actually demarcate 
jurnsdictions of those regional states, based according to 
administrative, political and economic considerations 


[Robinson] But, nevertheless, strong regional government” 


[Gqozo] Strong regional governments with constitutionally 
entrenched powers, and then we feel that this 1s the only way 
that the South Afncan Government, with its diverse heter- 
ogeneous society, can be accommodated. One can accom- 
modate all the identities and all the characters and unique 
nature of the regions, and also accommodate the minonties 
in those regions and ensure that all the people are more 
accessible to their governments. They can vote for what 
they.... [Gqozo changes thought] They can get what they 
vote for. The leadership will be more accountable to their 
people, and it encourages full participation of the popula- 
tion at grassroot level 
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{Robinson} Good, | suspect that General Holomisa of 
the Transkei. just next to you, will have a different view 
on that. General Holomisa” 


{[Holomisa}] Weil, Freek, firstly, I think the issue of 
regional governments should be left entirely to the con- 
Slituent assembly, or any constitution-making body 
which will enable that the grassroots people will mandate 
those parties to go and put their case there 


[Robinson] But certainly you will put the proposal forward? 


{Holomisa] Yes, but I'm not leading a political party. As 
far as Transkei 1s concerned we ° Mt yet taken a firm 
decision on this, and we fee’ Id be le®t entirely 
to the masses to decide 1¢: Wa what type of a 
government i.. \ new Sout mca co taey want. Firstly, 
a unitary or federal or con n «ad so on, and so 
on. Flowing from there the peopie at the constitutional 
{[Holomisa changes thought] At the constituent assembly 
I will tell the entire nation that I have been mandated to 
come here and stand for federal or regional or whatever 
the case may be. If you look at the present situation, the 
South Afmcan Government is a unitary [state] in the 
present form, in that 87 percent of the land is controlled 
by the central government, and before we can talk about 
regionalism we would have to look into the imbalances 
of the past, and we must also be careful when we talk 
about regionalism. We must not introduce federalism 
through a back door 


[Robinson] Could we have the view then of 
Bophuthatswana. because Bophuthatswana is probably 
the strongest proponent in Codesa for either indepen- 
dence or some kind of federal structure 


[(Cronjye] May I start off by saying that we don’t agree that we 
are a structure of apartheid. We were forced into South 
Afnca at the beginning of this century by the then Bntish 
Government, after the Tswana people were divided into 
Bechuanaland Protectorate and the Bntish Bechuanaland— 
today Bophuthatswana—against their will. We have no 
intention of being forced into a situation again without the 
support and the will of our people towards that. We have 
been highly successful. Over the last three years we have out- 
performed, economically out-performed, 90 percent of the 
states of Afmca. We are third in the per capita economic 
development. Our matnculation results, for instance, at the 
end of last year. was twice as successful as that in South 
Afnca, and I think we are—and | say that with all humuil- 
1lv—a success STOry 


[Robinson] But your first option 


[Cronje, interrupting] For us to change we will have to 
have a situation which 1s as good, or promises something 
better. At the present time the new South Afnica ts still 
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being discussed. Its values, its norms, its principles, its 
economic systems, have yet to be decided. So there is no 
way in which we can make a commitment, except to say 
that we have a totally and completely open mind. At this 
juncture I would say that our first preference is to remain 
independent, and then possibly enter into a confederal 
system of government with the new South Africa. The 
second one will be if the decision is to become part of a 
greater South Africa, is that to do it in a system of 
government which, in terms of all analysis, will be based 
on regionalism. We cannot talk of federalism because it 
has many, many forms, but a federal sort of government 
on the same basis as that seems to be, in the realities of 
southern Africa which is the same elsewhere and other 
countries of the world, have proven to be the most 
successful. [sentence as heard] We are at the present time 
involved in an extensive discussion with our neighbors 
and therefore, should we rejoin a broader southern 
Africa, that is a decision yet to be made once the new 
South Africa is clearer to us and our people... 


{Robinson, interrupting] If you're talking about neigh- 
bors, who are those neighbors? In South Africa, or are 
you also talking about Botswana? 


{[Cronje] In the northern Cape and in the western Trans- 
vaal, of course, naturally, the people in Bophuthatswana 
and Botswana are the same. We were divided by the 
British. They are the same nation. In fact if the British 
did not take that decision towards the end of the pre- 
vious century, we would have enjoyed today the same 
Status as Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland. The neigh- 
bors are northern Cape and the western Transvaal. And 
tomorrow evening at Potchefstroom University we pro- 
ceed with an extensive exercise to evaluate the region, its 
potential, its infrastructure, and its economic viability. 


[Robinson] One of those neighbors, of course, is Lebowa. 
Mr. Dombo could we have your views? I think, as 
proposed by Chief Ra nudike, you actually want to have 
closer ties with South Africa and become part of the 
unitary state. 


[Dombo] Yes, Lebowa believes that it should be part of 
a united South Africa, the reason being that economi- 
cally, it’s not viable. And again it has to establish a sense 
of nationhood with the entire South Africa. We believe 
in the UPF [United Peoples Front] that South Africa is 
suffering from a gi. ~ crisis, a crisis of legitimacy, and a 
crisis of identity, and again, a crisis of participation. 
Therefore Lebowa or the UPF would like to come back 
into South Africa and to try and foster a spirit of new 
nationhood, and, again, of unity. 


[Robinson] That's the identity that you wan‘? South 
African? 


[Dombo] Definitely, yes. 


[Robinson] We all realize after the referendum that there 
is one particular region in South Africa, and that’s 
northern Transvaal, where you are, where the white 
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people of this country are feeling particularly strong 
about the whole notion of an Afrikaner Homeland. What 
is your view on that? 


{[Dombo| Well, if you take into consideration that 37,000 
voted in favor of the changes that the state president has 
initiated, one wouid like to submit that within the few 
years to come, most of those who have voted no will join 
the new dispensation. Of course, one must also take the 
natural events: drought. Most of the people there are 
farmers; most of the people there have been socialized 
indeed into given political ideologies. But we believe that 
they are not static, they will change with time, and 
indeed it is through inter-reaction with them, it is 
through exchange of views and to persuade them, and 
not to coerce, indeed persuasion is at the core, and, 
again, we have always said that our options are open and 
we believe that a united South Africa will not only live in 
the past or in terms of the voting tendencies of those 
persons up there. 


[Robinson] Well, thank you, Mr. Dombo. Could we go to 
Professor Ntsanwisi, also from the same region, from 
Gazankulu at the very northern end of South Africa. 


{Ntsanwisi] As far as we are concerned, it is quite clear 
that we would like to have a united South Africa, a South 
Africa in which all South Africans can share one 
common citizenship, one common loyalty, one common 
patriotism. That is the reason why we in Gazankulu 
decided right from the very outset not to opt for inde- 
pendence. Now, after the dismantling of the national 
States, we believe that we should get into regionalism. In 
our view, the regionalism that we anticipate is a region- 
alism whica will give, within a united South Africa, the 
region to look after those interests which belong to the 
people in the region 


[Robinson] Could I quickly just ask you to comment on 
this one fact, Prof. Ntsanwiwi, and that is, that you, 
Venda—not represented here tonight—and Lebowa are 
in the same economic region, but there are three ethnic 
states. Would you like, therefore, those three states to 
disappear completely, with no regard whatsoever to the 
ethnic values of the people living there? 


[Ntsanwiwi] Ethnicity is a product of apartheid, and we 
would not like to base our belonging there to ethnicity. 
But one other thing that must be said is that there are 
people who live in that area, they are Vendas, we cannot 
run away from the fact that they are Vendas. They are 
also Lebowa people. We cannot run away from the fact 
that they are Lebowa. We cannot run away, too, from the 
fact that we are Tsonga-speaking people. 


[Robinson] But how will you recognize it? 
[Ntsanwiwi] Recognize what? 


[Robinson] The fact that those people are Tswanas, or 
are, as you say, Venda people. 


FBIS-AFR-92-058 
25 March 1992 


{Ntsanwisi] It need not even be recognized, a fact that 
goes without saying. All that I think we're interested in, 
is seeing as to how these people can be organized to share 
a government. 


[Robinson] Mr. Zitha from kaNgwane. I have the under- 
standing that you also feel very strong about the fact that 
you want to be part of a new South African unitary state? 


[Zitha} Yes, a unitary state. That is what we support, as 
Inyandza National Movement, because at this point in time 
South Africa has suffered a lot from racial divisions, racial 
conflict, as a result of apartheid. We therefore feel that, as a 
point of departure, we should have a strong unitary state, 
which should be able to address the present problems of 
imbalances, the problem of redistribution, the problem of 
the discrepancies which were caused by apartheid. There- 
fore we, as Nyandza, we advocate the principle of a united 
South Africa, which will promote the national spint of 
oneness in the country. 


[Robinson] But you don’t want to give any recognition to 
the fact that you are Swazis? In the particular region 
where you are, you don’t want that to be recognized? 


{Zitha] We don’t want to promote racialism based on 
ethnicity of any kind. 


[Robinson] But do you want a regional government? 


{Zitha] A regional government, but which will not under- 
mine the principle Uf a unitary state. A regional government 
which will be able to address the problems of economic, 
social problems in the region, but with a very, very strong 
central government, under a united South Africa. 


[Robinson] Could we ask Prince Mahlangu from kwaN- 
debele where you stand on that? 


{Mahlangu] Thank you, Freek. We are all agreed, first, 
that South Afnca is apartheid-riddled, and we have 
embarked on a serious mission of redressing and recon- 
structing the wrongs, the disorders, the evils that were 
brought about by apartheid. We have to be patriotic. We 
have to have, you know, that feeling that we are South 
Africans. When it comes to national issues, we have to 
promote the spirit of oneness. As a result, we are aware 
that there is division in South Africa, and our political, 
social, economic, and civil rights were interfered with by 
political decisions, by the Government of South Africa, 
which is a minority government at this point in time. As 
a result, we have to have a very strong government, a 
strong central government, that will be in a position to 
make it possible for us to realize our dreams. 


[Robinson] Any regional government structure that you 
could... 


{Mahlangu] Yes, we have to have three levels of govern- 
ment, that is, a strong central government, a regional 
government with limited legislative powers, executive 
powers, also judiciary powers. If the rights of these levels 
are being entrenched, are enshrined in the constitution, 
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it is our belief that we will be able to make South Africa 
a lovely and a prosperous country. 


[Robinson] Thank you Prince Mahlangu. I will come to 
kwaZulu in an while, because there are a number of 
issues that I want to take up with you.... [break in 
transmission] chief of QwaQwa who I know is also in 
favor of a strong regional government. Dr. Mopeli. 


{[Mopeli] Actually these issues that we are discussing 
tonight are issues that have already been discussed by the 
various groups operating within Codesa. Later on we 
should not be accused of anticipating the decisions that 
might be taken in due course there, but we of the 
Dikwankwetla Party have come out very strongly in 
favor of regionalism, regionalism which we equate with 
federalism. Gentlemen, let there be no illusions. South 
Africa is a multicultural, and multi-ethnic country, and 
whilst we are busy exploring the type of constitution that 
we think might be suitable for South Africa, we cannot 
ignore the existing cultures, we cannot ignore the existing 
languages, we cannot ignore existing religions, and we 
Cannot ignore various cultural rights. 


{Robinson} Do you want that to be recognized constitution- 
ally? 


{Mopeli] I think that they must be recognized. 
[Robinson] As an ethnic region? 

{[Mopeli] Not as an ethnic region. 

[Robinson] How then? 


{Mopeli} But I think that this region should be nonracial. 
We equate regionalism with federalism, because we want 
every group, every individual in South Africa to feel 
secure that his rights as an individual, and the rights of 
the various groups are being accommodated and pro- 
tected without reverting to the old style apartheid. I feel 
very strongly that we should, in order to accommodate 
all the groups, the various population groups, that we 
should begin to think strongly of introducing a federal 
form of government in due course, so that everybody 
should feel secure. 


[Robinson] Thank you Dr. Mopeli of QwaQwa. Now last 
but not least, Chief Gumede of kwaZulu. We know that 
there’s a very.... 


[Gumede, interrupting] Of the IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party]. 


[Robinson] Of the Inkatha Freedom Party. Lei’s get that 
straight, you said right at the outset that you want to be 
identified as such, and now we do that. We know that Chief 
Buthelezi feels very strongly about the faci that there should 
be strong regional structures. He, at Codesa through Dr. 
Mdlalose, voiced that. Now what do you say tonight? 
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{Gumede! Surely at the starting point, we in the IFP believe 
that the concept of regional government should be the rule, 
and unitary government the exception. We say that because 
of our past experience in the African states in Africa where 
one man One vote in a unitary state has taken place only 
once, followed by a social one party state along the lines of 
socialism, or if you want to call it, dictatorship. So we 
believe that the only thing to address the aspirations of our 
people is through regional government... 


{[Robinson, interrupting] Only regional government or 
ethnic government? 


[Gumede] No, no, no. Based on geographical lines. We 
also believe that South Africa is not a homogeneous 
country. We say it is not a homogeneous country because 
in South Africa there are so many diverse and plural 
society, so we therefore feel that if those diversities could 
not be addressed in any form of constitution, that 
constitution could be bound to a failure. 


{Robinson} But how should it be addressed? 


{[Gumede] That can only be addressed through the 
system of either federal government of or regional gov- 
ernment. We also.... 


{Robinson, interrupting} But not on ethnic basis, you 
have already stated that so, but how.... 


[Gumede, interrupting] We also believe that it is only in 
the centralized and unitary state where one particular 
faction can prevent all others from political participation 
and healthy democratic debate. We also believe that in 
fact we would like to see the devolution of power from 
the center to the bottom, and we would also like that 
entrenched in the constitution. We would not want to see 
any form of a political party a.uassing the sort of power 
that the successive Nationalist Governments has in fact, 
built around themselves. So we also sir, feel and emphat- 
ically feel that in fact, we must guard against any 
political party seeking absolute power, because we are 
quite aware of the fact that absolute power can in fact 
corrupt absolutely. 


[Robinson] Thank you, Chief Gumede, thank you very 
much for your contribution there. Quite a speech. Let's 
quickly get some reaction. I see Gen. Holomisa is 
shaking his head. 


{Holomisa] Freek, I would not have any problem to the 
sentiments expressed by Chief Gumede. All I would like 
to see is a fair play in the South African politics. Let us 
all swallow our pride as political leaders and have a 
Starting point, because the present structures, whether 
one is a leader of a political party claiming to be a 
national leader at the same time in the government, we 
need to have a starting point where we can say: Let us 
have elections. 


I wouldn't have any problem if IFP were to win the 
elections countrywide, advocating the policy of feder- 
alism. We will obey that government, but what we need 
to guard against is for the people to use the present 
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structures and positions to bargain at the negotiation 
forum. We must also be careful because, when these 
structures were created, certain political organizations 
were banned in this country, and for the first time we 
say: Let us all start afresh. That’s why Transkei is 
advocating that a constitution-making body, which is a 
constituent assembly, 1s the body because at that level 
everyone would have been elected, either carrying a 
ticket of federalism, confederation, or unitary state. 


[Robinson] Almght. Could I just quickly address this 
question. I think we're not going to get a solution for 
that, talking abo.’ an interim government. But I| think 
the next issue thu. we can quickly address 1s the whole 
question of the reincorporation of the TBVC countries. 
If we can just quickly look at that, and how that should 
be done. Should it be done after an interim government 
has been elected, or should it be first done by referendum 
before there’s a new constitution? Could we start with 
you, Mr. Cronje? 


[Cronje] Well, at this point in time we have no intention 
of being reincorporated until all the facts are known, and 
we can lay them before our people, and our people can 
make up their minds. 


[Robinson] So there must first be a new constitution, and 
then a referendum among your people? 


[Cronye] We must be crystal clear in our mind who and 
what is the new South Africa, what it means, what it 
stands for, what it believes in, for us to make an 
informed, responsible assessment. I think it is very clear 
that Africa is tired of colonialism, tired of other people 
telling you what to do. The democratic way, and the 
juridically correct way, is for the people themselves to 
make up their minds. Let us not run away from the 
reality and the responsibility of our people. Only then 
will we make the decision, once it 1s clear, and then we 
will have to negotiate and discuss the ways and the 
means, if that decision is taken. 


[Robinson] Well, from what I understand, from what 
you are saying now, is that you first want a constitution 
to be negotiated, at whatever body within South Africa, 
and then for that constitution to be put to the vote within 
your country in a referendum or an election. 


[Cronje] May I say, not only the constitution, but also 
the values and the principles which that government ts 
going to stand for, is very important. 


[Robinson] And that will probably be enshrined in the 
constitution and the bill of mghts. Could we hear from 
you, Brig. Gqozo? 


[Gqozo] Yes, Freek, I share the same sentiments. I feel 
that it would be folly and complete irresponsibility for us 
as the Ciskei to jump into a situation which 1s still being 
negotiated, and which is still a vacuum at this stage. No 
one knows what type the new South Africa is going to be. 
We think that, while we are involved and actively 
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participating in the creation or the molding of that new 
South Africa, we will, after the constitution is in place 
and we know exactly the modality of the government 
that is going to be our future government, then we will 
know that that constitution provides for federal or 
regional states, based on the Swiss or Canadian systems, 
or German system, or whatever. But we must know 
exactly what it entails, so that we can know exactly where 
we will fit, and how, and it should be, as some of my 
colleagues said here, it should be something better that 
what we have been in. We don’t want to give our people 
a raw deal twice. Apartheid-structured bantustans were 
terrible for our people, in terms of neglect, in terms of 
financial or fiscal transfers, in terms of all these things 
covering development. We would like to make sure that 
we know exactly that our civil servants, our structures, 
whatever development we have done in Ciskei, can be, 
or are going to be accommodated favorably. We will not, 
definitely, enter into a situation where people will push 
us into getting into a South Africa which is still riddled 
with problems, with violence, with all these things. 


[Robinson] But you will be part of the negotiations 
anyway, to get to that point where you will know who. 


[{Gqozo] We are part of the negotiations, and that is why 
we are so much committed to this, and that is why we 
feel that each of the parties at Codesa should be given 
equal status to participate and put their cards on the 
floor, and no one, no so-called major role players must be 
given preference against all the other parties. 


[Robinson] Now that’s implicit reference to the ANC, of 
course. Thank you, Brig. Gqozo. Chief Gumede, if | 
could just quickly come to you, on this whole question of 
the role of traditional leaders and Prince Mahlangu next 
to you is somebody that I would like to hear on that 
particular issue. There’s the whole controversy at Codesa 
about the Zulu king, and I know Gen. Holomisa has also 
introduced into Codesa the whole principle of the role of 
traditional leaders. Chief Gumede? 


[Gumede] Yes, of course. Let me start by saying that this 
is a very lengthy issue to be discussed at this forum. But 
I would rather prefer to be given another opportunity in 
which I could be in a position to address that. But I can 
say briefly we feel, and we strongly feel, that the king 
should be represented in Codesa. He should be there 
personally, with his full delegation. You see, people tend 
to forget that in the whole of Africa, where constitutional 
proposals were being mooted, you know, there’s not a 
single country in Africa where traditional rulers or kings 
were not represented. One would quote the incidents in 
Ghana where at the constitutional conference called, the 
then chairman of the Public Service Commission there, 
when he first addressed the gathering, he started by 
saying, traditional rulers and gentlemen. | can quote the 
incidents of Guinea.... 


[Robinson, interrupting] Thank you, Chief, we can’t go 
into all of that. I think the best is.... 
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{[Gumede, interrupting] That’s why | said that, in fact, 
this 1s a very lengthy issue, because I can quote so many 
instances. Go to Morocco, where Mohamed V in fact was 
the one who negotiated the independence of Morocco. 
You go to Guinea, where [name indistinct] was the 
member of the royal family, who in fact represented the 
whole government there. 


[Robinson] Chief Gumede, I have great respect for your 
knowledge on this particular matter. Prince Mahlangu is 
sitting next to you, who of course is also a traditional 
leader. What is your view? 


{Mahlangu] Thank you, Freek. Of course, I am a traditional 
leader, and Freek, to be frank, traditional leaders have been 
playing a very important role in the governing of our people 
in South Africa. It is my belief and conviction that tradi- 
tional leaders can still play a very pivotal and important role 
in the shaping of the new South Africa. But we have to guard 
against, you know, giving the negotiations too much tradi- 
tional flair or color. We've got to guard against that. But 
what is important is that traditional leaders have been 
afforded an opportunity to put their case before the sub- 
committee of the Working Group No...the working group 
that is being.... 


{Robinson, interrupting] No. four, is that Working Group 
No. Four? Let’s not get into technicalities. Go ahead. 


{Mahlangu] I would like to say that traditional leaders 
will have, you know, to decide themselves as to whether 
they do want to participate or not. But I would go for the 
participation of traditional leaders. But we have to get a 
way, how to involve them, looking at the number of 
traditional leaders that are there. And I think their 
involvement would be of importance. Thank you. 


[Gumede] Can I come in there? 
[Robinson] Briefly, Chief Gumede, please. 


{Gumede] In the case of a king, you know, some people 
always argue that it has been said now and again that the 
king 1s above party politics. Well, I think they miss both 
the target as well as the point, because now Codesa does 
not deal with party political things. It deals with national 
issues. So whatever the king would be expected to say at 
Codesa would be something appertaining to his future 
and the future of his land. Of course, in kwaZulu it is 
known that, from time immemorial, all the kings in the 
Zulu monarchy have been involved in a black struggle. 


[Robinson] Yes. The question still to be resolved in 
future, of course, Chief Gumede, is what particular role 
the region will have in a new South Africa, and if a king 
will rule over people in that particular region who are 
not, for instance, Zulus. So that is something we are not 
going to resolve tonight. Could I just move on quickly to 
another question, and that just to ask a few other 
gentlemen who haven't had the opportunity to give us 
the benefit of their views to the same extent. Could we 
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Start there with Dr. Mopeli. The financial! implications of 
reincorporation into South Africa, into a new govern- 
ment, a new South Africa, do you think you will be better 
off or worse? 


{Mopeli} I don’t have the slightest doubt that we will be 
better off, because whenever we came forward and 
bargained for more funds, those funds were not forth- 
coming. So when we become part and parcel of South 
Africa, we can no longer be treated step motherly, 
because now we'll be part and parcel of South Africa. 


{Robinson} Thank you, Dr. Mopeli. We only have about 
3 minutes. Could I give the opportunity now also to Mr. 
Dombo sitting next to you? 


{Dombo] One has to look at it from this point, that indeed, 
the homeland structures will be financially better off. One, 
as we're talking about changes, we must also look at the 
question that this means that when investments come 
flowing in, then they will also have a financial base. [sen- 
tence as heard] Perhaps to talk about regional government 
in this instance means that they will have also equal access 
to state financial resources, and again, one important thing 
is that regional government in this instance brings, in fact, 
the very people who are governing closer to the people. So 
they will know their needs. 


[Robinson] Thank you, Mr. Dombo. Could we give the 
opportunity to Mr. Zitha of kaNgwane? Will you be 
better off or worse? 


{Zitha] Yes. We are very convinced that with the new 
South Africa, once we are incorporated in the greater 
South Africa, we should be much better off, as one of the 
people in the region which is based on a nonracial 
arrangement. We should be able to address the programs 
of development on the ground to solve the problem of 
unemployment, the problem of creating more jobs for 
the people in the region, and also for investment to come 
in the region, not in kaNgwane as such, but in the greater 
region of that area, because these regions are based on 
economic viability. We want to make sure that the 
financial implications in that particular region benefit all 
the people, irrespective of what they are. As such, 
kaNgwane will definitely be better off once it 1s part of 
the greater region in that particular area. 


[Robinson] Thank you, Mr. Zitha. The last word tonight 
to Prof. Ntsanwisi. Just give us your view. Are you 
confident about this new South Africa, being part of a 
new government, a new structure? 


{Ntsanwisi] We are very much convinced that as far as 
the new South Africa is concerned, if we get into it, we'll 
benefit more financially, because of the simple reason 
that we shall participate in generating the wealth, gener- 
ating a bigger cake for us all to share. One of the big 
difficulties that we have had is that the educational 
system in South Africa has been such that it neglected the 
potential that we have, as far as blacks are concerned. 
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They were not given the chance to generate a bigger cake, 
and they had to depend on hand-outs from the central 
government. 


[Robinson] And you're confident now about the future? 


[Ntsanwisi] We are very confident about the future. If we 
come together, there’s no reason why, as South Africans, 
we Cannot shape our own destiny and make this country 
what it should be. 


[Robinson] Thank you very much, Prof Ntsanwisi, and 
thank you very much to all of you. We are very grateful 
that you've been with us tonight. We've just touched 
upon some of the serious issues for the future to be 
negotiated as Codesa, and we hope you have enjoyed 
this, and it has given you some insight into the things to 
negotiate. 


Government Declares Four Drought Disaster Areas 


MB2503113592 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0900 GMT 25 Mar 92 


[Text] The government has declared several new drought 
disaster areas. The Department of Agriculture’s National 
Drought Committee has identified the areas as 
Swellendam in the Cape, Frankfort and Heilbron in the 
Orange Free State and the Transvaal’s Highveld Ridge in 
Evander. The committee has also taken two areas off the 
drought disaster list, Hankey in the eastern Cape and 
Beaufort West. 


Venda Declared Drought Disaster Area; Seeks Aid 


MB2403163592 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1100 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Text] Venda has asked the South African Government 
for drought relief. A spokesman said Venda was experi- 
encing its worse drought ever, and that the whole state 
had been declared a drought disaster area. 


Venda’s Department of Health said that South Africa 
had also been asked to give assistance in an emergency 
feeding project. 


South African Press Review for 25 Mar 
MB2503110492 


[Editonal Report] 


THE STAR 


ANC Must Work To ‘Persuade’ Government on Propos- 
als—Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 25 March 
in a page 20 editorial notes that the government's 
proposals for a transitional government have “excited a 
lot of hostile comment from the ANC [African National 
Congress] and its allies.” Also, that “much of it has 
focused on the proposed transitional councils which 
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constitute the first phase of the Government's step- 
by-step plan.”’ “One central point should be borne in 
mind amid the angry rhetoric. The Government's two- 
phase plan is a proposal. Its status is no higher than that 
of the ANC’s own two-phase plan or the submissions of, 
say, the Inkatha Freedom Party. If the ANC dislikes the 
plan, it must work to persuade the Government to 
change it by direct dialogue and by lobbying to bring 
maximum pressure on the Government at Codesa [Con- 
vention for a Democratic South Africa]. Unlike the 
leaders of the old Native Representative Council, the 
ANC leaders are not powerless observers.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


ANC, Government See Room for Proposals “Compro- 
mise’—Referring to the government proposals for a 
transitional government, Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 25 March in a page 8 editorial says, 
“The ANC’s problem is to decide where government is 
deadly serious and which proposals may have been put 
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there so they can later be ditched in return for a 
concession from the ANC. The fact that neither side 
seems to think there is an unbridgeable chasm suggests 
both see room for compromise.” 


SOWETAN 


Black Community Suspicious of Government Propos- 
als—‘It is possible that the proposals presented by the 
National Party on interim rule are just an opening 
gambit and the outcome might be very different,” states 
a page 8 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 25 March. The National Party should, how- 
ever, be aware that there is strong suspicion in the black 
community about its intentions.“ "Now that the Gov- 
ernment has the support of the overwhelming majority 
of white voters, it needs to get the majority in this 
country behind the negotiation process. If the people 
they have been talking to for all these months are 
sceptical, how much more is the ordinary black man, 
who has been suspicious all along? 
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Angola 


Dissident UNITA Generals on Savimbi, Charges 


MB2503112892 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 24 Mar 92 


{Report on interviews with Generals Tony da Costa 
Fernandes and Miguel N’zau Puna, dissidents of the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola by 
Radio France International in Paris on 24 March] 


[Text] In an interview with Radio France International 
today, Tony da Costa Fernandes and Miguel N’zau Puna 
said there are very good people who are interested in peace 
in the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola, UNITA. They said Jonas Savimbi is the only 
obstacle. 


{Begin Fernandes recording] There are many good 
people in UNITA. There are many people who want to 
contnbute toward democratizing Angola. There are 
many people who want to work toward our people's 
welfare. Unfortunately, the UNITA president is an 
obstacle. He has turned UNITA into personal property. 
No one else gives orders in UNITA. Chitunda could 
come up tomorrow and claim on the Voice of the Black 
Cockerel or the Voice of America stations that he can 
give orders. The truth is that he does not give any orders. 
No one gives orders in UNITA. None of us has given 
orders in UNITA, even the minister of interior. No one 
else gives orders in UNITA. Only the president does. 


I can even tell you the system followed: People accused 
of minor crimes, including thieves and so on, were 
controlled by the minister of interior and his staff. As far 
as I know, and Miguel N’zau Puna will confirm this, 
when it came to political prisoners, they were controlled 
by Savimbi’s own nephew in a jail which I do not even 
know where it is located. These people were directly 
controlled by his own relatives and Savimbi himself. 
This was the only way because he knew very well that 
Tito had friends in Jamba. He had friends in UNITA. 
The same was the case with Wilson dos Santos. I can say 
that I was one of Wilson dos Santos’ friends. I can say 
this now but I could not say it in Jamba. I could not say 
that we chatted with Wilson. I could not say it. Other 
people chatted with Tito. Unfortunately, | was not very 
close to him. [end recording] 


In an interview with Radio France International, Migue 
N’zau Puna also denied UNITA accusations that he was 
responsible for the deaths of two former UNITA officials 


[Begin Puna recording] All I would like to say is the 
following: We left after observing acts of misunder- 
standing, humiliation, and isolation. We came to the 
conclusion that what took place or what is taking place in 
UNITA cannot be blamed on anyone else except the 
leader. As a surbodinate, I did not have the power to 
initiate Or espouse my own views. 
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Regarding political prisoners in UNITA, I would like to 
say in all sincerity—even those honest people in Jamba 
who will bear me out—that the Ministry of Interior of 
which I was in charge has never controlled the place of 
detention of political prisoners, let alone Tito Chingunji 
and Wilson dos Santos. They have never been under my 
charge. These two people would appear in public from 
time to time to be introduced to visiting officials. Some- 
times Tito Chingunji would appear dressed in his uni- 
form, with his military ranks, with an unloaded pistol, 
and with a dead (?walkie-talkie). After all this ceremony, 
he would return to his place of detention. No one in my 
ministry, including myself, had access to this place. 
Accordingly, the accusations leveled against me are 
completely unfounded. [end recording] 


Gen. Tony da Costa Fernades also denied that Miguel 
N’zau Puna used a government aircraft to leave Luanda. 
He noted, however, that any aircraft, including govern- 
ment aircraft, requires an authorization to leave Luanda. 


{Begin Fernandes recording] | was in London on treat- 
ment when I quit. Puna came with his family in a 
European aircraft. The aircraft was hired from Europe 
and paid by us. There was no member of the Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola in the aircraft. 
However, in order to leave Luanda, in order to leave the 
4 February International Airport, an aircraft needs to 
have an authorization from the airport authorities. Obvi- 
ovsly, an aircraft cannot take off from an airport without 
authorization. This cannot be denied. [end recording] 


Although the French Government prevented the two 
from giving a press conference, Tony da Costa 
Fernandes spoke to a number of information media. He 
said his main objective is not to stand for elections. | 
only want to contribute toward UNITA’s internal 
democratization, even with Jonas Savimbi, Tony da 
Costa Fernandes said. 


{Begin Fernandes recording] I would like to contribute so 
that UNITA can become a true democratic political 
party in Angola with a philosophy that was introduced 
when the movement was founded. I would like to see a 
democratic and even a christian UNITA. We are Chris- 
tians! I must point out, however, that I have no intention 
whatsoever of standing for elections—not even the 
remotest intention. | want to contribute toward democ- 
ratizing UNITA and I shall do all I can to achieve this. 
fend recording} 


Fernandes Explains ‘Split’ 


MB2403174492 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Telephone interview with Toni Fernandes, dissident of 
the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola, in Paris, by BBC reporter Robin White on the 
“Focus on Africa” program, date not given] 


[Text] A damaging war of words has broken out among 
senior members of Angola's UNITA [National Union for 
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the Total Independence of Angola] movement, following 
the departure of top officials Toni Fernandes and N’zau 
Puna. There have been persistent rumors that they had 
split with UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi over human 
rights violations, but the official UNITA version is that 
Toni Fernandes and N’zau Puna left the movement to 
join the separatists in Cabinda, their home province. 
Well, Toni Fernandes himself finally called us up from 
Paris to say that the split is all about human mghts and, 
particularly, about the fate of Tito Chingunji and Wilson 
dos Santos. 


On the line, Robin White asked him what had happened 
to the two men. 


[Begin recording] [Fernandes] | can tell you they are 
dead. No one can bring them back to life. I challenge 
anybody in UNITA to bring Wilson, his wife, his chil- 
dren, Tito, his wife, and his children to a public gath- 
ering where they can be seen. 


[White] Why should the wives and children have been 
killed as well? 


[Fernandes] This is the $100 million question, because | 
think whatever my mistakes, or anybody's mistakes are, 
my children do not have to pay. I can tell you that when 
I left UNITA, I asked for my children, just because they 
were in Jamba, the mother of my children, and all 
family. They only sent me a niece and my two children 
The mother of my three children is still being seques 
trated in Jamba and I have three smal! children now 
without a mother. That is what UNITA 1s. 


[White] So, you are saying that some of your family are 
now being held? 


[Fernandes] Of course. I am telling you that the mother 
of my three children that are now in Luanda have been 
sent there without their mother. [sentence as heard] They 
are all small children. The youngest one is four years old, 
and now he has to be there without the mother because 
the mother 1s being sequestrated ir Jamba. 


[White] Now, according to you, who ordered the killings 
of Tito Chingunji? 


[Fernandes] It can only be the president himself, no one else. 
[White] Why do you say that? 


[Fernandes] No one in UNITA can order. No one in 
UNITA can kill anybody. No one. 


[White] Why should he want to order their deaths now? 


[Fernandes] Well, if I tell you the list of the people he has 
ordered to be killed, or he has killed, you will be amazed. 
The list is not one, Wilson, two, Tito, but there can be 
more than that. 


{White} Like how many? 


[Fernandes] More than a dozen, or two dozen, for that 
matter, if we put the women. 
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[White] So, what are you going to do now? Have you now 
fled? 


{Fernandes} From? 
[White] From UNITA? 


[Fernandes] No, no. You see, what we have to do has 
been already planned with.... [Fernandes pauses, changes 
thought] Many people are still inside UNITA. We are 
sull UNITA ourselves. Many cadres of UNITA, among 
whom myself is, Puna is, and others that are still there, 
we want to democratize UNITA. UNITA cannot con- 
tinue like that. UNITA cannot be a one-man show. 
UNITA cannot be disrespecting systematically human 
nghts. UNITA cannot despise people. It cannot do that. 
We have to come to our senses and start working hand in 
hand with the other people, and try to build our country, 
which is beautiful. 


[White] So, you are trying to overthrow Dr. Savimbi, is 
that right? 


[Fernandes] Well, it is not me to overthrow him. He has 
been overthrown himself, from his behavior. The people 
have to know what he is in reality, what he is. 


{White] How do you intend to get md of him? 


[Fernandes] Well, we are going to ask for a debate inside 
the party. 


[White] Yes, but how are you going to have this debate? 
You can hardly go back to Jamba now, can you? 


[Fernandes] No, I can go back to Angola. I do not have to 
go back to Jamba. One of the things we are going to strive 
also very, very strongly from here is to open Jamba. 
Jamba is still a jail. No one.... [Fernandes pauses, 
changes thought] There is a lot of people in Jamba that 
want to go to visit their families. You see, the president 
of UNITA does not want them to leave Jamba. They 
cannot go and visit their families. Why, for God's sake? 
People do not go to Huambo to visit their families. Why, 
for God’s sake? People in other areas in Angola cannot 
go to Jamba and visit their families. What is happening 
(over there)? We have to do something, and quick, very, 
very quick. 


[White] What would you say to charges that might be 
made by Dr. Savimbi that, basically, you are now a 
traitor? You have joined the other side. You have joined 
the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola]. 


[Fernandes] I am not. I have not joined the MPLA. I can 
tell you one thing... 


[White, interrupting] You are doing a very good propa- 
ganda job for them, aren't you? 
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[Fernandes] No, I am not. I am not doing because I also 
condemn, as strong as I do for UNITA, all the misbe- 
havior that the MPLA has been doing. If they (7have 
assassinated), and all the people they have assassinated, 
I will also condemn them in the same way as I have 
condemned for UNITA, but as 1 am a UNITA person—I 
have lived in UNITA for all the time—I have first and 
foremost to try and save UNITA. 


{White} Before you left Dr. Savimbi, was there a stand 
up row with him, or what happened? 


[Fernandes] I have never had a stand up row with him in 
the last.... [Fernandes pauses, changes thought] At least 
when I was in Luanda. I had nothing. I did not have any 
stand up row with him. 


[White] But, surely, did you not go to him and put your 
objections to him face to face? 


[Fernandes] No. Well, you cannot do that. 
[White] Why not? 


[Fernandes] If you do that, you go to jail, the way I did 
go to jail when I first tried to do that. 


[White] When was that? 

[Fernandes] That was in 1980. 

[White] You had a row with him then? 

[Fernandes] No, no, I stood up in a meeting and | 
criticized him. 

[White] On human rights issues, the same issues? 
{Fernandes} Everything, and I went to jail. 

[White] For how long? 

{Fernandes} For about a month and a half. 


[White] So let me get your plan right now. What are you 
going to do? You are going to go back to Luanda and 
organize against Dr. Savimbi there? 


[Fernandes] Yes, we are going to try to use all the 
democratic forces of the world. We are going to appeal 
on the Angolan people to help stop these things. We have 
to democratize our party, UNITA. UNITA must be open 
to everybody, to all Angolans, to all religions, and to all 
races. Right now, UNITA is not so open, I can tell you 
that, but there are a lot of good people in UNITA. 


[White] Dr. Fernandes, I had seen you many times with 
Dr. Savimbi. Many people will find that your turning 
against him rather odd. You were very close to him. You 
were his night hand man in negotiations. 


[Fernandes| I was not. It was all fictitious 

nothing in UNITA but he. There is no vice p 

there is no ministry of information, there is nothing. |1 is 
him, and him, and him. 


[White] But you went along with him, Mr. Fernandes? 
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[Fernandes] I had to. When I first wanted to leave, | 
could not. I could not because the only time I got access 
to the outside world, it was the end of 1988, beginning of 
1989. I had already my children in Jamba. Whatever | 
could have done then, my children would have been 
shot, and I had a lot of family, as I still have some now. 
Fortunately for us, we have signed peace, we can speak 
louder. [end recording] 


PLD Leader Says MPLA Infiltrated by UNITA 


MB2403202892 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Report on interview with Amalia Vitora Pereira, pres- 
ident of the Liberal Democratic Party, by unidentified 
Radio Angola reporter; place, date not given—passages 
within quotation marks recorded] 


[Excerpt] [Announcer] Amalia Vitoria Pereira, president 
of the Liberal Democratic Party [PLD] has confirmed 
that she personally handed over to the president of the 
Republic a document a copy of which appears on page 4 
of TERRA ANGOLANA’'s latest edition. TERRA 
ANGOLANA is the property of the National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola, UNITA. 


[Pereira] “I cannot [words indistinct] at the time of the 
interview with His Excellency the president of the 
Republic. We were interviewed [words indistinct] either 
at the end of November, or at the beginning of December 
of last year.” 


[Announcer] The PLD president does not (?understand) 
how a document delivered personally to the Angolan 
head of state can end up with UNITA. She said there is 
a possibility that UNITA members have infiltrated the 
ruling Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
party, the MPLA. 


[Pereira] “Well, there is a problem here. A document of that 
nature, which was handed over to the president of the 
Republic, is a confidential document. It should not have 
landed in the hands of the MPLA [sentence as heard]. I must 
say in all sincerity, though, that the MPLA ranks now 
include people who have sold themselves [words indistinct] 
information, they could even have learned of things. Who 
knows, such documents might even come to my hands 
tomorrow, if the government does not (?protect) confiden- 
tial documents. Only the MPLA, and not the other parties, 
should be entitled to know.” 


[Announcer] Amalia Vitona Pereira said that when 
UNITA deplores the current situation, it should 
remember its leader's words in Lisbon that he would not 
come to Luanda unless the gove.nment gave him a 
house. 


[Pereira] “[Words indistinct] Mr. Savimbi and UNITA, 
and therefore the newspaper which represents UNITA. I 
have to say something: That newspaper, or the people 
who write things like that in that newspaper—in other 
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words, Mr. Norberto Castro, the director, whom | know 
personally—should keep in mind the statement Mr. 
Savimbi, their leader, made in Lisbon. He said that he 
would not come to Luanda unless the government found 
him a house. As far as I know, he asked the government 
for the house where he is now staying. Thus, I would like 
to ask Mr. Savimbi the question he asks of me: What 
favors will UNITA owe the MPLA tomorrow for taking 
a house that belonged to the Angola National Diamond 
Enterprise, Endiama, for keeping the whole of the Tur- 
ismo Hotel, and for keeping its men at the Tropico Hotel 
and the Hotel Presidente? As far as I know, all those 
things were in the hands of the government. If the 
government gave them all to UNITA, the likelihood is 
that UNITA now owes the government a favor. At the 
moment, UNITA is just like any other party. It is true 
that it made war, and it is true that it fought, but there is 
no doubt that UNITA alone should not be getting all the 
privileges. Other parties should be enjoying thern, too.” 


[Announcer] Amalie Vitoria Pereira says that the PLD 
does not have the economic potential of a party such as 
UNITA, which has stolen diamonds, ivory, wood, and 
other rich resources. 


[Pereira] “The PLD does not have UNITA's means. I am 
going to tell you more: The PLD does not have those 
means because it does not have the chance, or then the 
law—let me quickly add that I place the word law 
between inverted commas—prevents the PLD enjoying 
Mr. Savimbi's financial means. Mr. Savimbi has the 
means through the diamonds he has picked up, the wood 
he has stolen, and the ivory tusks he removed. All that 
adds up to millions, and Mr. Savimbi remains unpun- 
ished as an Angolan citizen. I am not even referring to 
him in his capacity as party leader. As an Angolan 
citizen, he has not been called on to account for those 
acts. If it were up to me, I would have placed him behind 
bars. Any citizen [words yy law, and that law is 
there to be observed. I think that if 1 were Mr. Savimbi, 
and | had been able to gather diamonds, wood, and the 
other valuable resources that give him a certain eco- 
nomic leverage today, then I would not need to ask 
anything from the government. I would buy a house 
from some private person, instead. | would buy things, 
hold a party for children at Christmas time, put up my 
fax and telex machines, and so forth. Unfortunately, 
none of that can be done in Angola, because everything 
has to go through the government.” [passage omitted] 


UNITA Blames Puna for Chingunji ‘Disspr2arance’ 
MB2503070992 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 


of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0S00 GMT 25 Mar 92 


[Communique from Commission of Inquiry established 
by the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola, UNITA, Political Commission to investigate 
irregularities during Miguel N'zau Puna's mandate 
issued in Jamba on 23 March—read by announcer] 
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[Text] The National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola, UNITA, Political Commission has established a 
Commission of Inquiry to investigate irregularities during 
the mandate of Miguel N'zau Puna as head of the Security 
Commission and later as the minister of interior. 


After its preliminary work, the Commission of Inquiry 
would like to inform the national and international 
communities of the following: 


1. Miguel N’zau Puna who was UNITA's secretary 
general also became the head of the Security Commis- 
sion in August 1988. In March (71991) he was appointed 
minister of interior and public order. He was dismissed 
from this post on 29 February 1992, having thereafter 
deserted UNITA. 


From 1988 to 1992, a number of irregularities were 
observed, including the disappearance of people, as well 
as increased acts of brutality by the public security police 
under Miguel N'zau Puna. 


Miguel N'zau Puna is unanimously viewed by Jamba 
residents as cruel, intolerant, anti-intellectual, a man of 
severe and excessive corporal punishment for minor 
offenses, unjust toward his subordinates, and totally 
ignorant of elementary human rights’ norms. The com- 
mission has already gathered documents and many tes- 
timonies from victims, survivors, and observers on his 
sadistic nature. 


2. From 2-10 March 1992, Tony da Costa Fernandes, 
mounted from Lisbon, a shameful blackmail campaign, 
demanding from UNITA leadership a payment of $15 
million to be transferred in installments of $5 million 
during March, May, and 2! days before elections in 
September 1992, to his personal account at Pinto e Sotto 
Mayor Bank in Lisbon in order to keep quiet, threat- 
ening that if this was not done, he and Miguel N'zau 
Puna would destroy the UNITA leadership, particularly 
its President Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi. UNITA did 
not yield and would never yield to this blackmail because 
it has nothing to hide during its long history as a national 
liberation movement, deserving the pride of all Angolan 
patriots. The commission of inquiry possesses docu- 
ments on this blackmail campaign and finds this 
behavior by Tony da Costa Fernandes and Miguel N'zau 
as very strange and a matter of great concern because 
people with a just cause to defend do not demand money 
to keep quiet. 


3. Preliminary facts gathered by the Commission of 
Inquiry so far show that Tito Chingunji and Wilson dos 
Santos have disappeared. Investigations continue to 
obtain the whole truth, as well as the circumstances and 
dates of their disappearance. Preliminary investigation 
shows a direct involvement of Miguel N'zau in their 
disappearance. The commission already possesses docu- 
ments in this regard. 


4. More details will be supplied as the Commission of 
Inquiry continues with its investigation work. 
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[Issued] Jamba, 23 March 1992 


[Signed] Jeremias Kalandula Chitunda, head of the 
Commission of Inquiry and UNITA vice president 


FALA-FAPLA Commanders Meet in Moxico 19 Mar 


MB2403 144192 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa OSO00 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Text] An important meeting between commanders from 
the Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola [FALA] 
and the People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola [FAPLA], also attended by officials from the UN 
Angola Verification Mission-2, took place at a FALA 
assembly point near the town of Chicala in Moxico 
Province on 19 March. 


The meeting examined charges leveled against Joao 
Ernesto dos Santos Liberdade, provincial governor of 
the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
[MPLA] in Moxico, and Major General Catueza, 
FAPLA commander tn the Eastern Front. 


According to Kapingala, our correspondent in Moxico 
Province, during UNITA anniversary celebrations, these 
two MPLA officials spread rumors and acts of slander 
with a view to creating an atmosphere that would lead to 
military clashes. Our correspondent says the two sides 
were able to resolve the conflict at the meeting. 


Refugees in Zambia, Zaire Guaranteed Repatriation 
MB2503091592 Luanda Radio Nacicnal Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Text] Angolan refugees in Zambia and Zaire have been 
guaranteed an organized repatriation to Angola. Two 
tripartite accords signed in Luanda today provide the 
basis for the main legal mechanism responsible for 
continued repatnations. Those accords concern the cre- 
ation of a commission responsible for promoting the 
voluntary repatriation of Angolan refugees. They were 
signed by Social Affairs State Secretary Rodeth dos 
Santos [name as heard]; the regional chief for the UN 
High Commission for Refugees, HCR, in Geneva; and 
the Zairian ambassador, as well as the Zambian charge 
d'affaires, both accredited in Luanda. 


* Marcolino Moco on MPLA Policies, Goals 


9Y2AFOSO8C Lisbon PUBLICO in Portuguese 
27 Feb 92 p 19 


[Interview with MPLA Secretary General Marcolino 
Moco, by Vitor Silva, in Luanda, date not given: “We 
Are Influential Throughout Angolan Territory”] 


[Text] Marcolino Moco, aged 38, secretary general of the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] 
since June 1991, 1s Ovimbundo (as 1s Jonas Savimbi). A 
native of Huambo Province, he was formerly minister of 
youth and sports. He admits the possibility that his party 
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could win an absolute majority in the presidential and 
legislative elections in Angola this year. 


“Whether the \{?P7_A wins an absolute majority or a plu- 
rality, it will never compromise the future of democracy in 
Angola. And I believe we can win an absolute majonty,” the 
secretary general of the party told PUBLICO. 


“Even so, we will keep in mind that we are a diversified 
country, a country that needs stability, and the govern- 
ment that will be formed (after the September elections) 
will have to respond to this concern for unity and not just 
satisfy the members of the MPLA. It will have to satisfy 
the nation and not just the party,” Marcelino Moco 
added. According to the secretary general, the MPLA is 
“generally influential throughout the national territory, 
irrespective of ethnic, linguistic, and cultural lines.” 


In his interview with this newspaper, he began by consid- 
ering as “gratuitous statements” allegations that the party in 
power is a player, as a party, and, at the same time, the 
umpire, as the government. “Up to now, the regime has 
been able to remain in the forefront of the democratic 
changes in the country. An Electoral Commission will be 
formed, with the participation of the political parties that 
will be players along with the MPLA.” 


He denied that there was any delay in carrying out the 
reforms announced by the government party, observing 
that the problems confronting the new political parties 
are natural, and commented that “the opposition parties 
are always complaining that the government is manipu- 
lating the news media.” 


Cry of Desperation 


When we commented that the UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] itself had lately 
complained that “the MPLA has not changed anything,” 
Marcolino Moco replied that Jonas Savimbdi recently 
made a speech in the suburbs of Luanda that had “no 
rhyme or reason.”’ It may have been a “cry of despera- 
tion, because it was completely inconsistent.” “It in no 
way reflected the willingness of the UNITA to ress-ect the 
laws of a government that they themselves have recog- 
nized.” 


[Silva] Do you think the (MPLA) program “Fighting 
Angola,” with its belligerent language, helps the peace 
process” 


[Moco] I think not. It even has no legal reason to exist. 
But we cannot pursue a policy of turning the other cheek; 
“Fighting Angola” has been defending both the MPLA 
and the government and citizens who have been attacked 
daily, both physically and morally. If the language 1s 
improper, it is a problem of the youth of the individuals 
who produce this program 
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[Silva] Are you saying that :he MPLA leadership has no 
control over the content of the program? 


[Moco] It has control, but it is also a question of youthful 
emotions and of reaction to the language of Vorgan 
[Voice of the Black Cockerel] (the UNITA station). But 
we are going to make an extra effort to see that the 


language is more polite. 


[Silva] You would not be disposed to order the cancel- 
lation of the program for the sake of peace? 


[Moco] It would be very difficult at this time, because of 
the UNITA’s behavior. The harm would be great. 
Democracy itself would suffer far more if we naively 
canceled “Fighting Angola.” 


[Silva] Does the MPLA’s electoral strategy allow for 
coalitions? 


[Moco] Yes. This is one of the master lines of our 
activity, since 1t may be cencluded that one or another 
party follows the same line as we do and could establish 
a common platform with us. Depending on the polls and 
the positions on the political chessboard, coalitions 
could be formed. 


[Silva] Do you believe that a third force could upset the 
predictions that the MPLA or the UNITA will win the 
elections? 


[Moco] This question of the elections is like a soccer 
match, in which the results are always unpredictable. 
Small teams often defeat big teams. 


[Silva] The government and the UNITA reached a 
consensus regarding the semipresidentialist regime for 
the Second Republic. Why do they advocate a semipres- 
identialist regime? 


[Moco] We feel that presidentialism has characterized 
the single-party regimes in Afnca and that it would not 
be very useful in furthering the democratization of the 
country. 


[Silva] Some people think the adoption of this system 
has something to do with the prediction that the MPLA 
could win the presidential elections and the UNITA 
could win the legislative elections. 


[Moco] (Laughing) No. It has nothing to do with polls. 
We advocate a semipresidentialist system closer to that 
of France than of Portugal. The division of labor 
between the parliament and the president is an instru- 
ment to further the democratization. But we advocate a 
strong role for the president of the Republic. 


[Silva] The MPLA says it will be different, but it is 
keeping the same individuals (in high positions). 


[Moco] From 70,000 members in Apnl 1990, we have 
gone to 300,000 members today. 


[Silva] Will there le an extraordinary party congress 
before the electiors? 


[Moco] I think so. Between April and August. 


[Silva] Will Jose Eduardo dos Santos give up the presi- 
dency of the party? 


[Moco] We are not advocating that the president of the 
party step down. 


[Silva] But you do not rule out the possibility that Daniel 
Chipenda could become a member of the leadership of 
the party? 


[Moco] We are not averse to having Chipenda assume a 
prominent place in the leadership. 


[Silva] As vice president of the party? 
[Moco] Possibly. 
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Mali 


Government, Touareg Rebels Conclude Peace Accord 


LD2503155292 Paris France-Inter Radio Network 
in French 1800 GMT 25 Mar 92 


[Text] After 10 days of negotiations the Touareg rebels 
and the Malian Government have just concluded a peace 
agreement. This agreement, which is due to be signed on 
9 April, will put an end to nearly two years of fighting. 


Niger 


Touareg Minister Moussa Criticizes Government 


LD2403164592 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Excerpt] [Announcer] In Niger, the Touareg issue 1s of 
course at the orgin of the governmental crisis that ts at 
the moment shaking the regime. The Pam: Ministei 
Mahamidou, last night dissolved the government he set 
up only last November. This shows the extent to which 
the transition is difficult about five months after the 
National Conference. For several weeks Mahamidou has 
been attacked on all sides—by the revolting soldiers who 
were bringing the democratic process into question, and 
the powerful union Federation of Trade Unions of 
Niger—which was supporting the democratic process. 
But in fact Christophe Boisbouvier, it was last Saturday 
that the crisis really erupted; 


[Boisbouvier] Yes, when the government, on Saturday 
accepted the revolting soldiers’ main demand, that is the 
temporary release of Captain Maliki Bouraima who as 
you know is accused of having taken part in a massacre 
of Touaregs two years ago, there were some very strong 
reactions within the government, especially from the 
Touareg Minister, Mohamed Moussa, who until yes- 
terday was the Minister of the Intenor. According to our 
information he last night announced to his Prime Min- 
ister his intention to resign. What is sure is that at that 
tume he gave us an interview and described the release of 
Captain Maliki Bouraima as a snub to the state's 
authority. In short, he did not hesitate to criticise the 
decision taken by his own government. Here he is; 


{Begin recording] [Moussa] It is nonetheless [words 
indistinct] the soldiers’ pressure. It is not possible today 
to hide from national or international opinion the fact 
that the freeing of Maliki was done under the soldiers’ 
pressure, and the government definitely consented. As 
you heard, a government official communique where the 
[word indistinct] of the transition bodies asked the 
courts to provisionally free Maliki. 


[Unidentified Correspondent] Do you not fear that the 
soldiers will demand even more and that eventually, 
some way or other, they will try to retake power? 


[Moussa] It is not just a question of fearing this; it 1s a 
reality. Everybody knew that for several days it was the 
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Army, or at least the soldiers, who were in control in thr 
country. The government has not missed any opportu- 
nity 'o denounce this situation, and at the moment the 
solducrs can do anything in this country, everybody 
knows this. [end recording} 


[Announcer] That was Mohamed Moussa speaking to 
our correspondent at about 1700 last night. As you can 
see, at that time the government was in disorder. Pnme 
Minister Mahamidou immediately reacted and dis- 
solved the whole of his team, and announced the immi- 
nent formation of a new government which would, 
apparently, still be under his authonty. The question 
now 1S to know how much space the soldiers will allow 
him to move in. [passage omitted] 


Nigeria 


Equatorial Guinean President Ends Visit, Departs 


AB2503114292 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Text] President Nguema Mbasogo of Equatorial Guinea 
left Abuja for home today at the end of a two-day 
(?working) visit to Nigerna. Both President iPhrahim 
Babangida and President Mbasogo [word indistinct] 
held private talks (on ways) oj strengthening relations 
between Equatorial Guinea and ’Sigema (in) the eco- 
nomic, social, and cultural ("secto’'s). President Mbasogo 
was accompanied by his wife and iwo sons. 


Togo 
Police Strike in Support «f Pay Increases 


Seal Off Border With Ghana 


AB2503104792 London BBC World Service in Enelish 
1830 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{Excerpts} Angry Togolese policemen have been causing 
panic in the capital today after taking to the streets in 
support of a pay ciaim. Today should have been the day 
when Togo returned to normal following the end of a 
three-day voter registration exercise during which the 
country’s borders were closed. But, instead, as Ebo 
Godwin reports from Lome, there has been mayhem: 


[Begin Godwin recording] The violent stnke action, 
which began this morning, took a ¢ather bizarre turn this 
afternoon following disturbing reports that the irate 
policemen have resorted to hijacking of vehicles 
belonging to national radio and television crew and the 
voters’ registration campaign while forcing petrol station 
attendants to fill their tanks at gunpoint. Latest reports 
disclose that a Nissan bus conveying Radio Toge and 
Television crew which had gone to the police headquar- 
ters to investigate the stnke action was hyacked by the 
angry policemen. Another equally disturbing report ‘ays 


FriS-AFR-92-058 
25 March 1992 


that two other vehicles used by electoral officers carrying 
out final voters’ registration duties in the Lome capital 
was also hijacked today. 


So far, the drivers of the vehicles including vital regis- 
tration documents cannot be traced. An eyewitness 
account said a motorcyclist died on the spot when he was 
allegedly hit by one of the commandeered vehicles 
driven by the striking policemen at Amutieve, a suburb 
of Lome. 


So far, the refusal of the striking policemen to talk to the 
press has raised a lot eyebrows here. [passage omitted] 


As I file this story, the bizarre scenario of continuous 
rampage, of speeding vehicles and sporadic gunshots by 
the striking police still [word indistinct] (?the uncertain) 
atmosphere in the Lome capital. The Togo border with 
Ghana at Aflao remains completely sealed off by the 
policemen and there has been no official statement from 
the government on the police action so far. [end 
recording] 


Block Traffic in Downtown Lome 


AB2503112592 Paris AFP in French 0920 GMT 
25 Mar 92 


[Text] Lome, 25 Mar (AFP}—Lome policemen, who 
embarked on a strike yesterday to press for pay increases, 
stopped traffic again this morning in downtown Lome. 
Furthermore, they went about forcing civil servants out 
of the ministnes and students out of classrooms. 


Wearing red bands around their heads symbolizing 
danger and anger, the protesting policemen, who were in 
greater number and more determined than yesterday— 
according to an AFP reporter-—intercepted all vehicles 
that approached the metal barncades mounted across 
streets in the administrative district. They would some- 
times fire into the air to stop vehicles. The Togolese 
police force totals 2,000 men all over the national 
territory. 


Interior Minister Condemns Strike 


AB2503142092 Lome Radio Lome in French 
0600 GMT 25 Mar 92 


[Excerpt] Yesterday was marked by demonstrations 
staged by policemen. They drove cars or rode bicycles 
and motorbikes through Lome streets and crossroads, 
blowing their whistles and blocking and disrupting 
traffic. All this chaos disrupted traffic and prevented 
people from gaining access to Lome Airport. Didier 
Ajavon has the details: 


[Ajavon] Indeed, the very people who are supposed to 
ensure the protection of the public turned their arms 
against them. We saw noisy striking policemen 
answering a strike order contained in leaflets circulating 
in Lome. Mr. Komlavi, the miniwer of terntorial admin- 
istration who was the guest on a live television program 
last night, took a clear sted on the issue: He condemned 
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the action initiated by the police who took to the streets 
yesterday blocking road traffic and threatening the 
public. He said that this act is unacceptable in our 
attempts to build Togo into a law-abiding state. Let us 
listen to Terntonal Administration Minister Komlav. 
speaking to Lacre Guy Lawson: 


{Begin Komlavi recording] Indeed, the policemen who 
commandeered some private vehicles to circulate wildly 
in various streets while shooting in the air, are the very 
ones who are in charge of protecting citizens. We should 
therefore be concerned because if citizens feel threat- 
ened, it is the same policemen they should turn to for 
protection. We were informed just last night that leaflets 
were circulating calling on policemen to go On a general 
and indefinite strike and listing the usual grievances. 
One of the leaflets (referred) to some salary cuts since 
policemen had stopped benefiting from special status 
privileges in 1987. We have started working on that 
issue. 


The second demand was on the effective implementa- 
tion of the special regulation adopted since 9 July 1991, 
and which should have been implemented in Augusi 
1991. It us obvious that we could not take the necessary 
funds from the 1991 budget since the decision was made 
in the middle of the year. It meant that it was only in 
1992 that the measure could be implemented. 


Today's incidents were therefore unnecessary, we could 
have continued the negotiations. Unfortunately, this 
strike was organized upon a call launched through a 
leaflet. We are now compelled to count with that partic- 
ular form of negotiation [words indistinct] and we will 
reach a decision when we review the situation alt a 
Cabinet meeting. [passage omitted] [end recording} 


Strike Continues; Injuries Reported 


AB2503144592 Lome Radio Lome in French 
1230 GMT 25 Mar 92 


[Text] Negotiations have not yet opened between the 
striking policemen and the authorities. This morning. 
the policemen failed to show up at a meeting convened at 
the Ministry of Territorial Administration and Security. 
Yao Komlavi, minister of terntonal administration and 
security, and (Aboudou Assoumou), minister delegate at 
the prime minister's office in charge of the Togolese 
Armed Forces, waited in vain for the police representa- 
tives, and they eventually left for the Entente Palace to 
attend the meeting of the Council of Ministers 


So, the policemen are continuing their strike. In their 
protest action initiated to press for salary increases, they 
have been mounting barncades in the streets, thereby 
disrupting traffic in the center of the city. Jacques 
Kpout: has more details: 


[Kpouti] At the CASOF [expansion unknown], the 
policemen threatened and forced civil servants to leave 
their offices. The administrative district where most 
ministnes are located is deserted. Metal barricades 
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manned by armed policemen have been erected in the 
streets. The demonstrators, who are wearing red head- 
bands symbolizing danger and anger, showed their deter- 
mination to have their grievances granted by firing 
gunshots into the air from time to time. 


At Dawulato, Agiyakome, Kpehenou districts and in 
several other districts of the capital, policemen raided 
bars where they opened bottles of beer and other alco- 
holic drinks and drank intemperately. At filling stations, 
they filled the tanks of their vans while intimidated 
pump attendants looked on helplessly. 


According to eyewitnesses, a row erupted last night at 
Klikame district between policemen and the residents. 
The sources did not say whether there were any casual- 
ties but some say that one person was reporiedly gunned 
down last night. At 0930 today, the director of Tokoin 
University Teaching Hospital gave us initial partial 
casualty figures resulting from the police action. Some 14 
people were seriously injured. They include one 
policeman and three civilians who are currently 
receiving intensive care at the emergency ward. Some 
policemen (?have come) to the radio house to threaten 
journalists. 


President, Prime Minister Give Warning 


AB2503151592 Paris AFP in French 1437 GMT 
25 Mar 92 


[Text] The Togolese president, [General Gnassingbe 
Eyademal], and the prime minister, Mr. Joseph Kokou 
Koffigoh, today “‘ordered’’ policemen who have 
embarked on a widespread protest movement since 
yesterday to “lay down their arms immediately (...) 
before it is too late,” according to a communique trans- 
mitted to AFP by the press service of the president's 
office. After underlining the “serious disruptions” and 
“panic” caused by the police action, the two leaders 
expressed regret, according to the text of the commu- 
nique, that the “negotiations held between the govern- 
ment and the policemen” did not lead “to any solution.” 


They consequently “ordered the policemen io lay down 
their arms immediately and return to the negotiating 
table before it is too iate.” 


This call was interpreted by a well-informed source near 
the Presidency as an “urgent warning” which, if not 
obeyed, could lead to the chief of staff taking certain 
“measures.” 


Police Reject ‘Offers of Dialogue’ 


AB2503170092 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 25 Mar 92 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


| Text] Striking policemen in Togo are still on a collision 
course with the transitional government of Prime Min- 
ister Kokou Koffigoh. They have been on a rampage in 
Lome, occupying government offices, brandishing guns, 
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and shooting into the air in protest at the government's 
alleged failure to meet their demands for better pay and 
conditions. Now they have rejected offers of dialogue 
with the authorities, as Ebo Godwin reports from Lome: 


[Begin Godwin recording] The invitation for dialogue 
issued this morning had warned that the striking 
policemen should consider themselves sacked if they 
failed to come to the negotiation table by the end of 
today. By 12 noon this afternoon, another communique 
released by government said a meeting convened by the 
minister of security, Mr. Komlavi, attended by the 
secretary of state responsible for Armed Forces, Mr. 
(Aboudou Assouman), was called off because no repre- 
sentatives of the striking policemen attended. 


By 2 o'clock this afternoon, the seriousness of the situa- 
tion was underscored by another joint communique 
from the offices of the president of the Republic, General 
Gnassingbe Eyadema, and Prime Minister Kokou Kof- 
figoh, which called upon the striking policemen to imme- 
diately lay down their arms and come to the negotiation 
table before it is too late. 


So far there has been no reaction from the striking 
policemen to these calls, but one of them told me that the 
policemen did not respond to the calls because they were 
afraid that their representatives would be arrested and 
detained. Another said, and I quote: There is nothing to 
negotiate with the government. Last year, when we went 
on strike they gave us empty promises and nothing came 
out of it. The government knows what to do, and it must 
pay us our back pay. Unquote. 


Meanwhile, there is uneasy tension in the Lome capital 
as rampaging striking policemen continue to barricade 
strategic routes, shooting into the air. The striking 
policemen have put their senior officers, including the 
commissioner of police and the director of security into 
flight. In addition, they have occupied the building 
housing the Ministry of Finance and Economic Plan- 
ning, preventing workers from enizring the Ministry. 
This afternoon, the striking policemen continued to 
hijack government vehicles. Reports say that skirmishes 
with the civilian population in Klekame, a suburb of 
Lume, has left 11 policemen and four civilians in very 
critical condition at the Lome Hospital. There are wide- 
spread fears that the current tension created by the 
striking policemen over back pay and employment status 
may degenerate into a bloody confrontation if govern- 
ment is compelled to bring in the Army to maintain law 
and order when all appeals for negotiations have failed. 


Meanwhile, the policemen have sealed off the main land 
borders with Ghana at Aflao. 


Media’s ‘Right To Inform’ Public Stressed 


AB2503104392 Lome Radio Lome in French 
1230 GMT 24 Mar 92 


[Text] While people were 1esuming their normal activi- 
ties this morning, some streets in the capital were dis- 
turbed by a demonstration by policemen. The purpose of 
their demonstration 1s unknown to us. Kokou Tordzro 
has the details. 
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{Begin Tordzro recording] Just like us reporters, inhab- 
itants of the capital were taken by surprise this morning 
by a demonstration by policemen who were either nding 
in vehicles, on motorbikes, or standing at some cross- 
roads, whistling at random and disrupting traffic. This 
demonstration, which comes after the three-day admin- 
istrative leave granted to the Togolese people in line with 
registration for the elections, totally surprised people 
and even led to panic, especially as it was organized by 
men in charge of security, most of whom were in combat 
gear. 


Evidently, as reporters we wanted to know more about 
the purpose of this demonstration and to inform the 
Togolese people on time, beginning with the people of 
Lome who were already wondering about the purpose of 
the demonstration. 


As our listeners noted, we said nothing about the dem- 
onstration this morning. Th¢ reason is that we were 
simply prevented from performing our duty. On the side 
of the government, there was complete silence. As for the 
demonstrators they categorically refused to answer any 
questions. Our reporters had hardly arrived in front of 
the Ministry of Terntorial Administration and Security 
than they were taken to task by a group of policemen. 
These policemen quickly seized their reporting vehicle 
and sent them back to the studio on foot. The same 
treatment was meted out to the team of television 
reporters. In fact, according to those poi, °emen the press 
had no mght to poke its nose into their affair. 


In th’s regard, we would like to ask the following ques- 
tion: how can the people hear about this demonstration 
and interpret it at a time when the electoral registration 
exercise is going on if the people are not informed about 
their grievances and demands? And how can the people 
be informed if reporters do not go out to dig for news at 
source? 


This incident necessitates reflection on the following 
points: If democracy demands that the people choose 
their government and governors, and demands a separa- 
tion of executive, legislative, and judiciary powers, there 
is yet another demand which must not be ignored and 
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that 1s openness. In democracy, openness means infor- 
mation. The mght to inform, to be informed, and the 
duty to inform. We are not referring here to a fourth 
power but we would like to underline the fact that 
concerning openness, the media has a very great role to 
play in a law-abiding state. It must satisfy the legitimate 
right of the people to be informed on the acts of its 
leaders and the acts of the other links in the society. 


Here in Togo, the state-owned media has been facing 
mounting criticism from various quarters since the 
inception of the transitional government. Reporters in 
State-owned media organizations—radio, television, or 
newspapers—have put up with this patiently and, 
despite the scarce resources at their disposal, they have 
taken it upon themselves to provide minimum informa- 
tion on developments in Togo. Unfortunately, this duty 
to inform the people founded on reporters’ duty to be 
informed themselves, does not fit well in the Togolese 
environment simply because 1t 1s hindered by a wall of 
misunderstanding. 


So we are faced with many obstacles which prevent us 
from carrying Out our duty as reporters—that of 
informing the people. These obstacles tend to hamper 
the promotion of the mght to information in our country, 
and yet national press reporters are only trying to pro- 
mote dialogue between the governors and the governed. 
In the present context, 11 would be erroneous to see state 
media reporters as spokesmen for such or such a party 
and thus prevent them from doing the work for which 
they are paid. We certainly wonder how a group of 
people can expect the nation to be informed about their 
grievances, problems, and living conditions if they do 
not want the press to report on them and, worse still, if 
they refuse to express their grievances to the press whose 
duty is to report on them and to inform the majority of 
our citizens about them. 


At the approach of a law-abiding state, we believe that 
every citizen and every social class must necessarily tune 
their minds and behavior to the demands of democracy. 
As for the national press, it is only asking to be under- 
stood by everybody so that it can serve as the means of 
information for the majority of Togolese nationals. The 
mght to information necessarily thrives on this. [end 
recording} 
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